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Minutes of a meeting of the Board held at Beckingham Recreation Room on Tuesday, 26th 
November 2019, at 10.00 a.m. 
 
 Elected Members  Nominated by North Lincolnshire Council 
* Messrs J. Coggon (Chairman) * Cllr R. Allcock 
  P. Cornish (Vice-Chairman) * Mr N. Arrand 
*  R. Adam * Mr I. Bint 
*  H. Barton * Cllr J. Briggs 
*  P. Bradwell * Mr T. Mitchell 
*  J.H.T. Bramhill * Mr M.D. Pilkington 
*  K. Durdy * Cllr Mrs J. Reed 
  J. Fretwell  Cllr D. Robinson 
*  M.A. Harris * Cllr D.J. Rose 
*  R. Mason   Two vacancies 
*  M. Wagstaff    
*  M.T. Smith  Nominated by Bassetlaw District Council 
  

 
* Cllr Mrs H. Brand 

    * Cllr Mrs J.M. Sanger 
* Present     

 
* Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive) 
*  N. Kemble (Engineer) 
*  R.A. Brown (Operations Manager)   

A. Malin (Senior Operations Manager) 
* Madam N. Hind (Finance Manager)  
* In attendance 

 
  

 
 
1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN PRO TEM 

 
The Chief Executive was appointed Chairman pro tem to conduct the election of Chairman 
of the Board for the ensuing year.   

 
2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
 

It was proposed by Cllr J. Briggs and seconded by Mr R. Adam that Mr J. Coggon be 
elected as Chairman of the Board 
 
 RESOLVED unanimously 
 
  That Mr J. Coggon be elected Chairman for the ensuing year.  

 
3. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 
 

It was proposed by Mr M.A. Harris and seconded by Mr R. Adam that Mr P. Cornish be 
elected as Vice-Chairman of the Board.  
 
 RESOLVED unanimously 
 
  That Mr P. Cornish be elected Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year.  
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4. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr J. Fretwell and Cllr. D. Robinson.  The 
Chairman welcomed Cllr. T. Mitchell to the meeting, who had taken the place of Mr. 
Dinsdale as a representative of North Lincolnshire Council.  

 
5. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Mr J. Coggon - agenda item 18 (3:2).  
 
6. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Cllr. Mrs J. Reed highlighted the wish to discuss land drains at Crowle following the recent 
flooding.   

 
7. BOARD MEETING MINUTES – 24TH SEPTEMBER 2019 (PAGES 446 TO 459) 
 

 RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Board held 24th September 2019 be 
confirmed as a correct record.   

 
8. MATTERS ARISING 
  

Minute 5:3, Page 447 - Mr M. Pilkington noted his concern during flooding, of the 
connection pipe between Snow Sewer and Ferry Drain.  The Operations Manager 
noted this and assured that an investigation would ensue.   
 
Minute 15, Page 453 - In response to Mr M.A. Harris, the Operations Manager 
confirmed that the memorial would be located at the other side of the road, well away 
from the siphons.  The Committee responsible for the memorial stone had requested 
permission to trim down the nearby hedge for viewing purposes and install a gate for 
visitors.  
 
 RECEIVED 
 

9. PLANT AND COMPENSATION COMMITTEE MINUTES  
 

The Chief Executive presented the minutes of a meeting held on 15th November 2019 and 
highlighted that item 6:1 should read 2019/20 and not 2018/19.  

 
  RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Plant and Compensation Committee 
held on 15th November 2019 be confirmed as a correct record and adopted 
by the Board. 

 
10. FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

Officers presented the attached minutes of a meeting held on 15th November 2019.   
It was noted that the estimates would be discussed in more detail under agenda item 15. 
  
 RESOLVED 
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That the minutes of the meeting of the Finance Committee held on 15th 
November 2019 be confirmed as a correct record and adopted by the Board. 

 
11. MEETING DATES 2020 
 
 The following meeting dates for 2020 were noted: 
 

Date Time Meeting 
28th January 2020 10.00 a.m. Board (approval of estimates and rate 

setting) 
24th March 2020 10.00 a.m. Board 
1st April 2020 2.00 p.m. Consortium Committee  
16th June 2020 10.00 a.m. Board (approval of final accounts) 
22nd September 2020 10.00 a.m. Board 
7th October 2020 2.00 p.m. Consortium Committee 
3rd November 2020 10.00 a.m.  Plant and Compensation Committee 
3rd November 2020 11.30 a.m. Finance Committee 
24th November 2020 10.00 a.m. Board (annual general meeting) 
   
ADA Trent Branch  13th February 
Floodex UK  26th and 27th February  
ADA Trent Branch  4th June 
Lincolnshire Show  24th and 25th June 
ADA Conference  11th November 

  
  RECEIVED 
 
12. MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES 
 

 RESOLVED 
 
  That membership of Committees remain unchanged as follows: 
 

Standards Committee - Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Board, 
Cllrs R. Allcock, J. Briggs, D. Rose and Mrs J. Reed (the Chairman 
would not attend hearings to enable him to hear an appeal if 
necessary). 
 
Plant and Compensation Committee - Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
of the Board, Messrs P. Bradwell, R. Adam, R. Mason, M.D. 
Pilkington, Cllrs R. Allcock and Mrs H. Brand.  
 
Finance Committee - Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Board, 
Messrs M.A. Harris, K. Durdy, M.T. Wagstaff, Cllrs R. Allcock, D. 
Rose and Mrs J.M. Sanger. 
 
Consortium Committee - Chairman and Vice-Chairman with Cllr R. 
Allcock acting as substitute.   

  
13. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

The Chief Executive noted that the absence of the Senior Operations Manager was due to 
his attendance at a Nebosh health and safety training course.  There were no injuries or 
near misses to report.  
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 RECEIVED 

 
14. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES 
 

The continued efforts of the Rating Officer in collecting drainage rates was noted.  To date, 
88.66% of drainage rates had been collected and special levies had been paid in full.  Final 
instalments were due at the end of November. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
15. FINANCE 
 
 The Finance Manager presented the attached report for consideration. 
 

The Finance Manager highlighted the amendments to the DRAFT estimates which had 
been proposed by the Finance Committee on 15th November 2019.  Attention was brought 
to the Board’s reserve policy, which outlined that reserves should not drop below 30% and 
the Finance Manager highlighted that a rate increase of less than 7.8% would reduce cash 
balances significantly.   
 
As agreed during the Finance Committee, Cllr. R. Allcock reported that he had spoken with 
the leader of North Lincolnshire Council regarding the proposed rate increase of 4%.  This 
proposal had been met with approval due to the recent flooding in the area.   
 
Mr I. Bint queried whether holding a deficit of 3.8% might bring increasing instability in the 
years to follow.  The Finance Manager replied that during the review of the 5 and 10 year 
plans which was to take place before the meeting of 18th December with the Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman, the effect of this deficit would be measured in order to view its long-term 
effect.  The previously held drainage rate had been collected at 2% for several years and 
so an increase to 4% was a significant jump.  The Chief Executive added that a deficit had 
been held by the Board for many years, however, with the recent applications for grant in 
aid funding, cash reserves had been reduced to just over £100,000.  It was also noted that 
investment was needed to maintain and strengthen systems, in light of issues which had 
arisen during heavy rainfall.  The Chief Executive agreed with the Finance Manager that 
solutions would be sought during the review of the 5 and 10 year plans and re-enforced that 
these estimates were currently only a draft.   
 
Mr I. Bint replied that the effect of a 4% increase may have little effect for some ratepayers, 
though a significant effect on those parties who paid larger sums.  To better illustrate the 
increase, the Finance Manager referred back to the rate in the pence in the pound figure, 
which had a proposed increase from 14.06p to 14.62p.  Mr M.A. Harris offered his support 
for this increase, at the same time stating that expenditures must be monitored closely.   
 
Cllr. Mrs H. Brand queried whether any councils had yet been approached with this 
proposed increase.  She mentioned that Cllr. J. Sanger and herself would be meeting with 
the Chief Executive of Bassetlaw District Council tomorrow and would request feedback for 
the proposed 4% increase.   
 
Using the heavy rainfall event as an example, Mr. R. Adam felt that the Board was in a 
good position to request this increase, as a means of maintaining and strengthening the 
current systems in place which provided protection.   
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The Chairman added that the Board maintained 450 km of watercourse and 20 pumping 
stations, at a rate of £1,200,000 -£1,300,000 which demonstrated good value.   
 
 RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the progress on the new accounting system be noted. 
 

(b) That cash balances and borrowings be noted. 
 

(c) That the attached schedule of payments over £500 be approved. 
 

(d) That the amendments to the DRAFT estimates of income and expenditure 
be noted.  

16. COMPENSATION 
 

A schedule of compensation claims totalling £2,017.67 for reforming works at Lound Hall 
Drain was presented for information.   
 
 RESOLVED 
   

That the above compensation payments be noted.  
 
17. OPERATIONS REPORT 
 
17:1 Heavy Rainfall Event 
 

The Operations Manager noted that he would provide an update on the event, in 
conjunction with a report on the current conditions at Pumping Stations, under Agenda Item 
17:2.  

 
17:2 Pumping Stations 

 
The Operations Manager presented an update on the condition and operation of the 
Board’s pumping stations which had also been shared with North Lincolnshire Council.  It 
was noted that the workforce had been at work every day since late October.   

(a) Cow Lane PS – the station was currently stable on only 2 pumps, which was 
causing a build-up of water.  When the treatment works plant was operating, 
operatives noticed that this resultedin a failure at Cow Lane pumping station.  An 
order had been placed with Interlec for the replacement of the mains breaker 
which appeared to have been damaged by base voltage differences in relation to 
the neutral feed.  In order to undertake the works a planned power outage was 
required, along with high voltage specialists on-site.  Repairs were planned for 
the current week.   
 

(b) Paupers PS - Paupers pumping station had operated well, standing with high 
levels of water and with all 3 pumps running consistently for a little over a week.   

 
(c) Common Carrs PS - the downstream end of Common Carrs had been 

surcharged with high water levels from the Paupers PS system.  The resulting 
excess of water within this catchment had caused a culvert collapse, headwall 
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collapse and loss of stairs to the pumping station.  An 8 inch mobile pump had 
been employed to alleviate pressure to Common Carrs.  

 
(d) Bewcarrs PS - towards the end of the flooding event, pump 1 failed due to an 

issue with a safety circuit within the panel, prompted by a leaking seal within the 
pump.  Both the Mechanical and Electrical Engineer and the Engineer had 
highlighted this failure to the company responsible for manufacturing this pump, 
as it had only been purchased 2 years ago.   

 
(e) Godnow PS - the pumping station had operated well, although as the surge 

chamber filled, water had emerged through the control unit.  In order to protect 
the site, pumping ceased and the gravity splitting wall had been opened once 
levels had lowered.  Because of this, Paupers PS was assisting Godnow 
pumping station in removal of water due to high levels in North Soke Drain.  
Three points of water ingress had been discovered, in which the Environment 
Agency’s North Soke Drain was allowing water through to the Board’s catchment. 
 

(f) Althorpe PS - Bar issues that had since been resolved with 1 of the pumps, this 
site was running as expected.   
 

(g) Derrythorpe PS - a mouse had entered the control unit for pump 1 and bridged 
the incoming supply, disabling the pump.  This had since been resolved.   

 
(h) Rushcarr PS and Trentside PS - these stations had taken on large amounts of 

water, especially from the motorway and from outside of the catchment.  Issues 
had been faced with the pump at Trentside running at higher than usual amps,  
explained by the fact that the siphon breaker at the riverside was not closing 
properly.  The high levels had been causing the site to trip.  The siphon valve was 
currently under repair.   

 
(i) Southfield - was running as expected, with the duty and first assist pumps 

operating and the second assist only being used as required.  Although the 
weedscreen cleaner was operational, it did not work in conjunction with the 
running of the pumps.  Auto-cycle was being used when on site to alleviate this 
issue.   

 
(j) Greenholme PS - this site was functioning as normal, although a leak from South 

Level Engine Drain was passing through the flood defences and emerging 
underneath the station, causing a natural spring to form.  The Environment 
Agency (EA) would investigate once the necessary resources had been secured.  

 
(k) Kelfield PS - the newly installed pump had caused issues, stemming from a 

control circuit function which began start-up with an impeller vibration to 
encourage any nearby fish to distance themselves.  This function had been 
causing an anti-jam error to occur, requiring an operative to visit and reset the 
system.  Because of the issues it had created, this function had been removed 
and the pump had been running smoothly ever since.  Delivery and installation of 
the second pump were to follow.   

 
(l) Blackdyke PS - some pumping had taken place, though the majority had been 

handled by Kelfield PS and Southfield PS.   
 
(m) South Street PS – water levels had been returning to normal.  However, when the 

Operations Manager had visited to turn on the diesel engine, it was discovered 
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that the water pressure and RPM dials had broken, although the pump was still 
functioning.  The electric engine had failed last week, due to either a broken shaft 
or coupling.  A 12-inch mobile pump had been deployed to replace it, supported 
by the diesel engine.  When levels had lowered sufficiently, the 12-inch pump 
would be used independently.   

 
(n) Drainhead PS - one of the pumps was creating a loud noise and disrupting the 

village, due to a hole in the exhaust.  A decision had been taken to isolate this 
pump, relying on the 2 remaining pumps.  A fuel line had recently burst on pump 
2 and staff on site had been able to clean up the spilt fuel before it reached the 
watercourse. Repairs had been made, leaving both remaining pumps operational.   

 
(o) Heckdyke PS - the station had run well, although higher than usual amps had 

been seen on one of the pumps.  The associated siphon breaker was not closing 
properly and was being investigated by Industrial Pumps.   

 
(p) Gringley PS - water levels had returned back to normal and a minor fault had 

been found with one of the small submersible pumps, which had since been 
resolved.  Issues with the weedscreen had surfaced, with the cleaner jamming 
when heavy amounts of weed built up.   

 
(q) Scaftworth PS - no issues to report.   

 
(r) Wiseton PS - the 2 sumps at this site, serving Clayworth and Wiseton 

respectively, Pump 4 was regularly overheating and tripping out, requiring 
resetting twice daily.  Creating air circulation through open windows and the 
installation of fans reduced overheating, although it was not a permanent 
solution.  The motor on pump 3 was operational, although filings and metal dust 
emerging from the engine housing pointed to deterioration.  Pump 1 had seized, 
with removal proving difficult as its absence would cause the chamber to flood 
and prevent re-installation.  Pump 5 was the largest on site, having the capacity 
of the remaining 3 pumps and which had run well.  The flow from both pumps 5 
and 6 discharge into a surge chamber directed towards the outfall channel.  From 
all appearances, it looked as if the connecting outfall pipe had ruptured, allowing 
water from the main drain and the River Idle to make its way back into Pump 6’s 
catchment.   
 

Cllr. T. Mitchell left the meeting.   

The Operations Manager presented images of bank slips which had taken place, brought 
on by the consistently wet conditions of the soil.  Many of these had already been repaired 
so that water flow was not disrupted.  Cooperation with the EA at West Stockwith had taken 
place.  The intention had been to isolate certain EA stations, in an effort to lower river 
levels.  However, this would have had a negative impact on the Board’s catchments.  As a 
result, the Operations Team took on additional staff from the Consortium in order to run 
these EA stations during the night.   
 
Winter programs would be delayed this year, as summer maintenance had been put on 
hold due to conditions.  Summer maintenance would be completed across the coming 
month, along with bank slip repair and support work at stations and pumps, the latter being 
led by the Mechanical and Electrical Engineer.  Culverts at Kelfield and Luddington also 
required attention.  River Idle works would be set for January and February.   
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Cllr. R. Allcock offered his thanks and appreciation to the Operations Manager and his staff, 
as he had visited the Epworth office and experienced the level of incoming calls and work 
brought on by the heavy rainfall.   
 
The Operations Manager noted that the EA had lent equipment to the Board with the 
understanding that it would remain manned when in use and that it would be locked away 
at night.  This was due to theft which had taken place at Scotter, Keadby PS and Fishlake.  
The Chief Executive and the Operations Manager had provided supporting emails in order 
that access to these borrowed items could continue.   
 
Cllr. T. Mitchell returned to the meeting.   
 
Cllr. R. Allcock enquired about North Soke Drain, as it seemed to cause issues in the 
Crowle area.  The Operations Manager noted that the Board’s watercourses were pumped 
into North Soke Drain and that where the Board’s boundary ended and became Doncaster 
East IDB, issues were present in Medge Hall.  Mr M.A. Harris asked if conditions on North 
Soke Drain were still similar to the 2007 event, when access proved to be an issue.  The 
EA had planned to resolve this by using truck saws to clear inaccessible sections, however, 
the heavy rainfall hit, making this work impossible to undertake.  Mr M.A. Harris suggested 
considering demaining the North Soke Drain and taking on its responsibility.  He also noted 
his disappointment over the issues encountered with the newly installed pumps at Kelfield 
and Bewcarrs.   
 
Cllr. D. Rose understood that the weather event had been exceptional, but queried whether 
weaknesses in the system had been known beforehand, as there had been multiple pump 
failures.  The Operations Manager replied that staff had been aware of the situation at Cow 
Lane Pumping Station.  Issues which had arisen at the remainder of the stations had 
developed due to them running for prolonged periods of time, which was often the case 
when pumps were working consistently for 7 to 14 days.   
 
Cllr. Mrs J. Reed mentioned that she had been on-site with residents living within the Board 
area, who had suffered internal flooding.  This had been prevalent in the Crowle Moors 
region and she wondered whether conditions on the North Soke Drain were improving.  The 
Operations Manager noted that capacity at  Medge Hall pumping station was 800L/s and 
that the pumps had been operating for 3 weeks.  The levels of water at North Soke Drain 
had dropped, assisted by an 8-inch pump which had been running at the Medge Hall 
catchment 24/7 and two 6-inch pumps installed each morning to further reduce levels.  It 
was estimated that water levels would return to normal within 7-10 days.   
 
Cllr. Mrs J. Reed also queried the state of riparian drains and whether the individuals 
responsible were maintaining them as necessary.  If it was within the Board’s power, she 
proposed that enforcement of their maintenance take place and that residents be educated 
on this responsibility through pamphlets or otherwise.  Mention of a newspaper article as 
means of delivering this information was also discussed.  The Chairman agreed and the 
Operations Manager asked to be notified of any specific riparian drains so that contact with 
landowners could be made.    
 
Cllr. J. Briggs highlighted that following the flooding event, perhaps the Board must take the 
time to review what has taken place, looking for solutions and possibly a change of 
direction.  A meeting between public agencies and North Lincolnshire Council was taking 
place in January, which could offer this opportunity.  The Chairman added that a discussion 
with the EA would be taking place, in which partnership matters and how to strengthen 
Board and agency responses would be the focus.   
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The Chairman and Mr R. Adam discussed the importance of maintaining watercourses.  
The situation which had arisen in Somerset Levels in 2013 was used as an example, as a 
Consortium had since been formed in this region which presented an ideal model of what 
the Board could ideally achieve.  
 

RECEIVED 
 
17:3 Plant 
 

 The Operations Manager gave an update on the current conditions of the Board’s plant.   
 
It was added that modifications had been made to the Betsy 6-inch pump, preventing it from 
ingesting water and deteriorating.   
 

RECEIVED 
 
17:4 Rainfall 
 

 Rainfall figures were presented for information.  It was noted that the rainfall recorded in 
2019 had already exceeded recorded annual figures from the past 6 years.   
  

RECEIVED 
  
18. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS 
 

The Engineer mentioned that weather conditions had made delayed progress as several 
sites had become inaccessible due to flooding.   

 
18:1 South Street Pumping Station 
 

 Issues had arisen with the recently refurbished pump.  The Engineer recalled that plans to 
 upgrade the pumping station had included replacement of the current diesel pump with an 
electric, fish friendly pump.  When assessed, it was found that the power supply available at 
the station was insufficient to allow for a new electrical pump to run at its full potential.  3 
different options for electricity supply were presented for consideration.   
 
Discussions with Northern Power Distribution had yielded an estimate of £77,000 to 
upgrade the transformer and install a new power supply.  This work would also allow for a 
second electric pump to be installed externally, if needed.  If the existing power supply and 
transformer remained as they were, they could in fact support an external, electric pump 
although this was not recommended.  Further, the Engineer and Operations Manager had 
discussed placing the power supply and control panel at a higher level, so that it might be 
above any potential flood levels.  This additional work would bring the total cost to £94,000.  
The Environment Agency stated that they would support a local levy funding application for 
a large percentage of this amount.   

 
A £60,000 local levy application has been drawn up, requiring the Board to supply £34,000.  
£13,000 was already available from the South Street budget due to the fact that a pipe on-
site no longer needed re-lining, leaving £21,000 needed to support this application.  The 
Finance Manager queried that £50,000 had been allotted for the power upgrade within the 
2020/21 estimates, receiving the explanation that this figure had now dropped to £21,000.   
 
Discussion turned to the weedscreen at South Street.  The Engineer reminded the Board 
that agreement had been given at the previous meeting, granting the Chairman and Vice-
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Chairman power to decide which tender to proceed with, for refurbishment of the 
weedscreen at South Street Pumping Station. It had been decided that the works would be 
granted to CW Group, who had since provided a timeline suggesting installation during the 
current financial year.  Additional comments had been provided by CW Group, offering a 
new trolley as opposed to a refurbishment for an additional £1,600.  Funding for a new 
trolley would be taken from the contingency budget.  If the Board were to choose this 
option, it would greatly reduce the interruptions works would cause to daily operations at 
the station.  Replacement of the weedscreen at a cost of £13,000 had also been proposed, 
however the Engineer suggested waiting until the area was clear of water, to view their 
condition.  Agreement to undertake these additional works would bring an overspend of 
£4,785 more than the original budget had allowed for.   
 
Mr M.A. Harris voiced his concern over the amount of planned spending, in connection to 
the Board’s current financial situation.  He noted that the removal of the diesel engine would 
be a loss of one of the most reliable pumps in the entire system and that it could be an idea 
to offer it to the Preservation Society.  Mr M.A. Harris supported the option of retaining the 
diesel engine and installing a third fish friendly pump, as he felt this would provide the 
greatest level of protection.  Support was given for the installation of a new weedscreen 
cleaner, as he understood that the current one had difficulties closing properly.   
 
The Vice-Chairman added that a diesel pump did not provide a long-term solution and that 
electric pumps seemed to be a better way forward.  This would lessen pressure on staff as 
telemetry could be relied upon as a means of monitoring their progress.  Cllr. Rose offered 
agreement, stating complaints from residents living close to South Street enduring the 
presence of diesel fumes on the air.   
 
Cllr. R. Allcock understood Mr M.A. Harris’s concerns about cost for the proposed works, 
however, with local levy funding available, saw this as beneficial.  He asked the Engineer 
what level of assurance could be given that the Board would likely receive the £60,000.  
The Engineer replied with confidence that a proposal for a similar situation had been 
brought forward in the past, which had received immediate acceptance.   
 
The Chief Executive queried what the cost of the proposed fish friendly pumps might be.  
Providing a rough estimate, the Engineer imagined the cost for option a) to be in the region 
of £70,000 - £80,000 and for option b) in the region of £50,000.   
 
The Board then queried whether the Operations Manager was pleased with the 
performance of fish friendly pumps.  It was offered that as long as the pump functioned, this 
would lead to good results and bring satisfaction to the workforce and landowners.  The 
diesel engine currently in place could only work at a level which was two-thirds the capacity 
of the single electric pump.  If the diesel pump were to be moved elsewhere and the two 
remaining electric pumps left to man the station, this would greatly reduce South Street’s 
abilities.  The weedscreen cleaner had not been functioning for the past 2 weeks, leaving it 
necessary for the workforce to manually clear the weed.  During this time the Operations 
Manager had not noticed any corrosion on the weedscreen, however there were 2 bars 
which were bent out of shape, preventing the grabber from sitting properly.   
 
Cllr. R. Adam supported the idea that the engine be passed on to the Preservation Society, 
as a way of maintaining a link to the past and caring for an item that still held a lot of merit.  
Mr M.A. Harris wondered at the possibility of retaining the diesel engine on site, for the 
Preservation Society to maintain in situ.  The Operations Manager suggested that 
something similar to what had been put in place at Bewcarrs could be considered.   
 
  RESOLVED that the following be approved: 
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(a) A new electricity supply to South Street Pumping Station including 
panel raising at a cost of £94,000 enabling the diesel pump to be 
replaced and to allow for a third pump in the future, 
 

(b) Additional net budget provision of £21,000.  Taking into account 
anticipated savings, this would require a contribution of £34,000 from 
the Board to support the Local Levy application of £60,000.   
 

(c) Procurement of a new grab for the automatic weedscreen cleaner 
and the replacement of the existing screen bars (subject to 
inspection) at an additional cost of £16,295 of which a maximum cost 
of £4,785 would be funded from contingency. 

18:2 Southfield Pumping Station Refurbishment 
 

 The Engineer presented an update on refurbishment works at Southfield Pumping Station.  
The Chairman requested that no further work progress at Southfield until Kelfield Pumping 
Station was fully operational.   
 

RECEIVED 
 
18:3 Kelfield Catchment Improvements 
 

 The Engineer presented images relating to ongoing improvements at Kelfield pumping 
station.  The removal of the secondary electric pump had revealed it to be in a very poor 
state, badly corroded but since its removal it had been refurbished and put back.  Due to 
the condition of the pump, it was suggested that a replacement be sought as it would not 
continue functioning for much more than 5 to 10 years.  Damage may have been caused by 
saltwater making its way to the catchment from the River Trent.   
 
Support had been sought from the Environment Agency at a meeting last week and which 
had been provided, through the suggestion that the Board apply for local levy funding to 
replace this damaged pump.  A draft paper had been funded, to be submitted with Board 
approval.  The cost of purchasing and installing the pump was estimated at £90,000, with 
the Board providing £20,000 towards the work and £70,000 to be sought via local levy 
funding.   
 
It was noted that the refurbished pump had not yet been re-installed as it would require the 
installation of a dam at a cost of £8,000, and water levels were still too high to do so.  When 
conditions were better, a dam would be put in place and the refurbished pump re-installed, 
awaiting replacement.   
 
The Vice-Chairman asked whether the issue of salt water damage might present further 
problems in future and if it were possible to prevent this.  The Engineer replied that a 
coating which provided salt water protection could be investigated.  The Operations 
Manager believed that the issue originated at the point where the electric pump discharged 
into the River Trent, with a flap at the outfall.  At one time, there existed a stand pipe whose 
function was to break the siphon.  However, this pipe had become damaged, allowing water 
ingress into the pipe and back down to the pump.  Relocation of the break pipe would 
prevent any further salt water ingress and resulting damage.   
 
Mr Pilkington recalled improvements made to the electric pump’s discharge, in the early 
2000’s.  He wondered if any further improvements were yet to be made, as the discharge 
had been set at a 90 degree angle.  The Operations Manager stated that the Director of 
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Technical Services had surveyed the discharge last year and found it to be in good 
condition.   
 
The Engineer presented details and images of work which had been completed on the 
diesel discharge pipeline.  As a note, details of predicted cost of works at Kelfield pumping 
station were presented, these being £558,000, an overspend of £35,000.  This overspend 
would be confirmed with Accounts, as the Engineer felt that it was an excessive number 
and not a true reflection.   
 
Diagrams illustrating proposed plans to improve machine accessibility at Kelfield Pumping 
Station were presented for information.   

 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the Board accept the proposed replacement of the electric pump, with 
the provision that the associated local levy application was successful and 
that the predicted overspend be noted.   

 
18:3:2 Kelfield Catchwater Drain and Kelfield East Drain Reforming - Compensation 
 

 Details regarding payment for loss of land to affected landowners was presented for 
information.  Mr M.A. Harris noted that the Board was not purchasing the land, only 
removing land from the adjoining field edges.  The Chief Executive agreed, that landowners 
were being paid for loss of use, not for purchase of land.  Cllr. Mrs J. Reed queried how 
much land would be affected and received the response that it would be 2 acres in total.   
 

  RESOLVED 
 

  That a District Valuer be appointed to negotiate a compensation settlement.   
 
18:4 Heckdyke, Three and Four Bridges Pumping Stations - Consolidation Scheme 
 

 The Engineer reported that an assessment of the Board’s program of work as well as 
available finances had taken place.  It was suggested that this scheme be postponed until 
2021/22.  A modelling of the system was still required, to allow for further understanding of 
the catchment itself.   
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the Board postpone the Heckdyke, Three and Four Bridges 
Consolidation Scheme until the 2021/22 financial year.   

 
18:5 Mother Drain Culvert (SSSI), Misterton 
 

The Engineer presented details from a meeting with the Environment Agency which had 
taken place last week regarding Mother Drain Culvert.  The agency was not receptive in 
supporting this scheme as few properties were at risk if the culvert were to fail.  Advice was 
given to apply for local levy funding with the understanding that this would be rejected, 
athough it would provide a chance to understand how the Environment Agency might 
otherwise provide assistance.   
 
It was recommended that a CCTV contractor be enlisted to gain insight into the internal 
condition of the culvert.  With the Board’s permission, the Engineer would then share these 
details with the Highways authority, due to the culvert’s proximity to the A161.  Costs for the 
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scheme had been priced at between £200,000 - £300,000, with several different 
possibilities being considered.   
 
The Vice Chairman brought attention to the SSSI connected to this region, wondering 
whether the Environment Agency might lend support due to the closeness of the sites.  Cllr. 
Mrs. H. Brand noted that although not many properties would be affected by poor 
conditions at Mother Drain Culvert, land set aside for expansion purposes by the nearby 
cemetery could be put at risk.   
 
Mr M.A. Harris showed approval for undertaking a CCTV survey, adding that one of the 
outfalls of the culvert was in need of being cleared of trees and vegetation.  The Operations 
Manager agreed to arrange clearing of the outfall.   
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the Board undertake a CCTV survey to further ascertain the condition 
of Mother Drain Culvert (SSSI).  

 
18:6 Local Levy Prospects 
 

The Engineer relayed that the Environment Agency considered Carr Dyke to be part of a 
multi-agency project that should be considered by a host of bodies.  This increased the 
potential for further funding, including local levy and/or grant in aid funding.  Because of 
this, it became a necessity to make progress and get in contact with the relevant 
authorities.   
 
Luddington and Ealand also held the possibility of becoming Partnership schemes, with 
Luddington holding the potential of drawing local levy funding.   
 
Stemming from discussions held with the Environment Agency, Medley Drain and Belshaw 
Lane Drain would not be applicable to receive any funding due to them being riparian 
drains.   
 
Cllr. Mrs J. Reed queried which drains were located in Belton, to which the Operations 
Manager replied that these were Medley Drain and Belshaw Lane Drain.   
 
 RECEIVED 

 
18:7 Wiseton Pumping Station - Refurbishment of existing weedscreen and automatic cleaner 

(under emergency repairs) 
  
 An update on the current condition of the weedscreen was given.  Components and 

adjustments had been made, enabling the weedscreen to be fully operational in automatic 
mode.  It was noted that the current weedscreen only covered half of the station and that 
plans were to extend it so that it would provide cover to the entire length.  In the coming 
weeks, the Engineer and Operations Manager would formulate a plan outlining the full 
requirements of this upgrade.   

 
 Cllr. R. Adam brought attention to the pumps housed at Kelfield Pumping Station, noting 

that he thought they must be the original pumps from the 1930s.  The Engineer confirmed 
this.  A discussion regarding the future of the pumps within the station followed, highlighting 
the importance of taking the time to properly assess requirements before any upgrades 
were made.   

 



Minutes of a Meeting of the Isle of Axholme and North Nottinghamshire Water Level Management 
Board held on 26th November 2019 
 

 

- 473 - 

   RESOLVED 
 

 That the Engineer provide a further report when investigations of the 
requirements were complete.   

 
18:8 Telemetry System Replacement 
 

The Engineer reported that the offer provided by Ancholme IDB to provide telemetry 
services had been accepted on behalf of the Board, at a rate of £997.33 for the next 16 
months.   
 
Tender documents seeking replacement of the telemetry system across the Consortium 
had been produced and would be sent out before Christmas, with a return date for late 
January.   
 
 RECEIVED 

 
19. ENVIRONMENT AGENCY AND PARTNERSHIP MATTERS 
  
19:1 IDB Liason Meeting 
 

The Chief Executive notified the Board that the Environment Agency and IDB Liason 
meeting had been postponed due to the heavy rainfall.  It was likely that this would be 
combined with the next ADA Trent Branch meeting.   
 
 RECEIVED 

 
19:2 Public Sector Cooperation Agreement Works 
 

Issues had arisen with the legality surrounding Public Sector Cooperation Agreement 
Works (PSCAs).  Changes to paperwork had now given the Board the same legal 
responsibilities as contractors.  This change had brought much reluctance from other IDBs, 
resulting in a workshop being held on 5th December 2019 in London which the Senior 
Operations Manager would be attending.  The Operations Team had continued current 
works with Environment Agency PSCAs.   
 
 RECEIVED 

 
19:3 Main River Maintenance 
 

 The Chief Executive noted that South Yorkshire IDBs had brought attention to the lack of 
maintenance of the rivers Don and Loxley.  A joint letter addressed to the Environment 
Agency had been signed by these IDBs and an invitation had been made to the Board to 
add its signature to this joint letter.  The Chairman and Vice-Chairman had been consulted 
and responded that it would be beneficial for the Board to send a letter of its own to the 
Environment Agency, highlighting specific concerns.   
 
  RECEIVED 
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20. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
 
20:1 Operation Water Vole 
 

 The Chief Executive gave an update on “Operation Water Vole,” a countrywide project 
being launched by The Greater Lincolnshire Nature Partnership (GNLP) to support the 
declining water vole population.  The Engineer recollected that in March the Board had 
agreed to allocate £1,000 towards the purchase of rafts and traps to support Operation 
Water Vole.  The GNLP was working with other partners nationally to secure government 
support and funding without which water vole extinction in the UK was likely  Project 
development was being undertaken with the Lincolnshire ADA Environment Committee with 
mink rafts being installed at pumping stations and data collected. 
 
Mr M.A. Harris noted that mink had been spotted at Kelfield.   
 
  RECEIVED 

 
20:2 Harmful Species 
 

The Board's Environment Officer had prepared a DRAFT policy on Harmful Species for IDB 
Management which was presented for information.  The Board's priorities were for control 
of American Mink, Floating Pennywort, Giant Hogweed, Japanese Knotweed and Water 
Primrose in Board maintained watercourses.   

 
   RESOLVED 
 
    That the Policy be noted and approved. 
 
20:3 River Idle 
 
 An update was provided on the River Idle Management Partnership.   
 
   RECEIVED 
 
20:4 Eels, REDEEM (Research and Development of fish and Eel Entrainment Mitigation at 

pumping stations) and ChERP (Changes to the Eels Regulations Process) Projects 
 
 Changes to regulations surrounding eels were presented for information.   
 
    RECEIVED 
 
21. DELEGATED MATTERS – PLANNING, BYELAWS AND SUPERVISORY ROLE 
 
21:1 Byelaw Applications 
 
 Consent had been granted under delegated authority for discharge of surface water into the 

Board maintained Power Station Drain at national grid reference 482611 411822 in the 
parish of Keadby (IOANN/LDC/2019/010). 

 
RECEIVED 
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21:2 Section 23 Applications 
 
 Consent had been granted under delegated authority for the demolition of a wooden bridge 

and replacement with a 900mm UPVC culvert on a riparian watercourse at Toft Dyke Lane 
in the parish of Clayworth (IOANN/LDC/2019/011).   

 
RECEIVED 

 
21:3 Planning Applications 
 
 No objections or responses had been provided for any planning applications since the last 

meeting.   
 
22. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 None.  
 
 

CHAIRMAN 


