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Minutes of a Meeting of the Board held at Beckingham Recreation Room on Tuesday, 29th May 
2018 at 10.00 a.m. 
 
 Elected Members  Nominated by North Lincolnshire Council 
* Messrs M.A. Harris (Chairman) * Cllr R. Allcock 
*  R. Adam (Vice-Chairman) * Mr N. Arrand 
  A. Barker * Cllr J. Briggs 
  H. Barton  Mr E. Dinsdale 
*  P. Bradwell * Mr M.D. Pilkington 
*  J. Coggon (Vice-Chairman)  Cllr Mrs J. Reed 
*  P. Cornish  Cllr D. Robinson 
*  K. Durdy  Cllr D.J. Rose 
*  R. Mason  Mr R. Smith 
*  M. Wagstaff  Mr G. Wilson 
*  M.T. Smith   Two vacancies 
    Nominated by Bassetlaw District Council 
    * Cllr Mrs H. Brand 
   * Cllr Mrs J.M. Sanger 
      
* Present     
 
* Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive) 
  D.J. Sisson (Engineer) 
*  R.A. Brown (Works Manager) 
* Mesdames J.D. Watson (Operations Director) 
 
* 
* 
* 

 N. Hind (Finance Manager) 
M. Mitchell (Director of Technical Services) 
C.J. Manning (Environmental Officer) 
C. Harris (Internal Auditor) 

   
* In attendance 
 
 
Members observed a minutes' silence in respect for Mr G.R.J. Bramhill, who had been a long-
standing member of the Board. 
 
1. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs D. Robinson, D.J. Rose, Mrs J. Reed and Mr 
G. Wilson.  

 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Cllr R. Allcock and Cllr J. Briggs - minute 14 (planning applications). 
 
3. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 Riparian owners' responsibilities. 
 
4. BOARD MINUTES (Pages 367 to 377) 
 
  RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Board held on 23rd January 2018 be 
confirmed as a correct record. 
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5. MATTERS ARISING 
 
5:1 Minute 13:4, Page 372 - Capital Works - Local Levy Funding 
 

Officers were in the process of refreshing the ten-year programme for submission at 
the end of the month and once this work was completed they would be reviewing the 
Occupation Drain culvert renewal as part of the South Street study. 

 
  RECEIVED 
 
5:2 Minute 13:5, Page 372 - Drainage Investigations - Luddington Village and Belshaw 

Lane, Belton 
 

The Operations Manager reported that surveys had been completed at Luddington and 
Belton and these would be reviewed to ascertain what work was required.  A report 
would then be submitted to the Board for consideration.   

 
  RECEIVED 

 
6. FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

Officers presented the attached minutes of the meeting held on 27th March 2018. 
 
  RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 27th March 2018 be 
confirmed as a correct record and the recommendations made be adopted by the 
Board. 

 
7. CONSORTIUM COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 
The Chief Executive presented the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd May 2018. 
 
Consideration was given on the method of calculating Consortium recharges as detailed in 
the minutes.  It was emphasised that this would only be in respect of general duties, any 
work on specific projects/schemes would continue to be charged on timesheets.  The Chief 
Executive reported that the method of calculation had been recommended by the Internal 
Auditor, was in line with the Consortium Agreement and was comparable to the actual 
amounts paid by the Board last year.  Officers stated that costs would be reviewed 
throughout the year. 
 

  RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the minutes of the Consortium Committee held on 2nd May 2018 be 
confirmed as a correct record. 

 
(b) That the method of calculating Consortium recharges for general work be 

based on the Board's average income over the last four years, recalculated 
and reviewed every three years. 

 
8. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES 
 

A total of £5,468.54 had been carried forward in respect of outstanding drainage rates for 
2017/18 and £263.09 had since been paid.   
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Rate demands for 2018/19 were due to be issued shortly for 2018/19, 50.64% of the special 
levies had already been collected. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
9. FINANCE 
 

The Chief Executive introduced the Internal Auditor, Mr C. Harris from TIAA.  He was 
pleased to report that Lindsey Marsh had appointed a full-time Finance Manager. 
 
9:1 Final Accounts for the Year Ending 31st March 2018 
 

The Final Accounts were circulated for consideration.  These had been prepared by 
Forrester Boyd Accountants.  Mr A. Nesbit from Forrester Boyd presented the accounts 
and went through the various headings in detail.   

 
  RESOLVED 
 

That the attached Final Accounts for the Year Ending 31st March 2018 be 
approved. 

 
 9:2 Audit of Accounts for the Year Ending 31st March 2018 
 

The Internal Auditor presented his DRAFT report for consideration.  In response to Cllr 
J. Briggs, the Chief Executive reported that responsibility and timescale for the actions 
would be included in the final report which would be circulated to members; some 
actions had already been addressed. 
 

   RESOLVED 
 

 (a) That the report of the Internal Auditor be noted and his 
recommendations implemented (final report attached showing 
timescales for completion). 

 
  (b) That TIAA be appointed as the Internal Auditor for 2018/19. 

 
9:3 Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2017/18  
 

The Internal Auditor presented the attached document confirming that he was satisfied 
that the control objectives had been achieved throughout the year to an adequate 
standard. 

 
  RECEIVED 
 
9:4 Annual Governance Statement 
 

Members reviewed the Annual Governance Statement and were satisfied that there 
was a sound system of internal control. 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

That the Annual Governance Statement be approved and signed by the 
Chairman. 
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 9:5 Accounting Statements for 2017/18 
 

The Chief Executive presented the attached Accounting Statements for 2017/18 and 
these were considered by the Board in detail. 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

That the Accounting Statements for 2017/18 be approved and signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
 9:6 Cash Reserves and Investments 
 

A total of £1,876,013 was currently invested and loans of £360,731.67 were 
outstanding with the Public Works Loan Board. 

 
   RESOLVED 
 

That the Board's financial position be noted and that the payment schedule 
be approved. 

 
 9:7 Payment Schedule 
 

Officers presented a schedule of payments over £500 which had been made since the 
last Board meeting. 
 
In response to Mr R. Adam, the Operations Manager stated that  PPY007940 was in 
respect of the oil change.  Officers were monitoring this to ensure that the same 
problem did not occur in the future.  The Operations Director reported that the machine 
was due for replacement next year and a report on this would be presented to the next 
Committee meeting.  
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the attached Payment Schedule be approved. 
 
10. OPERATIONS REPORT 
 

The attached report was circulated for information.   
 
Officers reported that problems with the weed grid at Wiseton Pumping Station were causing 
the weedrake to stick requiring it to be reset manually and preventing automatic operation. 
 
The Operations Director reported that work was slightly behind schedule at Kelfield due to 
the recruitment and training of new staff but they had now settled in and were performing 
well. 
 
Officers gave a presentation on problems that had been encountered as a result of the 
recent heavy rainfall and presented their initial findings and ways forward.   

 
The summer weedcutting budget had been reduced to reflect the cost of undertaking this 
work during the previous years.  It was therefore unlikely that the Board would see similar 
savings on the estimate. 

 
A retention bonus had been paid to the Direct Labour Organisation although those still on 
probation would not receive this until later in the year. 
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Mr R. Adam reported that a water retention structure on the River Moore installed by a 
landowner had been causing concern, holding up water during the heavy rainfall event.  He 
had contacted the Environment Agency who had written to the landowner informing him that 
he must monitor and control this structure correctly. 

 
In response to the Chairman, the Operations Manager reported that problems had occurred 
in the Retford area with the River Idle causing water to back up. 

 
Rainfall figures and pump run hours were presented for information. 

 
 RECEIVED 

 
11. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS 
 
11:1 Kelfield/Black Dyke/Southfield Pumped Catchments 
 
 (a) Kelfield PS Transformer 
 

The installation by Northern Powergrid of a new larger transformer had been delayed 
until the lease had been finalised.  The Board’s solicitors were progressing this. 

 
   RECEIVED 
 
 (b) Kelfield PS Pump and Panel Installation 
 

The installation of the new panel and new diesel replacement pump would be 
undertaken in June.  This would limit pumping capacity for a period to one pump only, 
however, arrangements for emergency additional pumping would be put in place. 
 
Once the new pump was installed and commissioned the external electrical Sulzer 
pump would be removed for refurbishment. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 (c) Kelfield PS - Refurbishment of Automatic Weedscreen Cleaner 
 

At its meeting on 27th March 2018, the Finance Committee approved acceptance of 
the lowest tender in the sum of £44,725.00 for the refurbishment of the automatic 
weedscreen cleaner.  Officers reported, however, that the re-appraisal of the tenders, 
adjusted the prices previously presented giving a lower tender price of £30,360.60.  
This was as per the specification to refurbish the existing trolley but gave an option to 
replace this with a new unit for an additional £1,359.40 which was well within the 
budget price of £54,135.   

 
   RESOLVED 
 

That the tender for the refurbishment of the weedscreen cleaner be 
accepted in the sum of £31,720 which included a new trolley unit 

 
 (d) Kelfield/Blackdyke Syphon Connnection Works 
 

Tenders had been invited from seven contractors for the syphon works required to 
connect Kelfield and Blackdyke catchments.  Five contractors had declined to tender.  
Officers reported on the following tenders which had been received but had yet to be 
adjudicated: 
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Tender 1 £109,896.40 

Tender 2 £67,834.50 

 
Work was planned to commence on 18th June 2018 for completion by 31st August 
2018. 

 
   RESOLVED 
 

That the Board accept the lowest tender in the sum of £67,834.50 subject 
to a full adjudication by Officers. 

 
 (e) Budget Breakdown for Overall Scheme 
 

Officers gave an update on the overall scheme which was still expected to be 
completed within the overall budget of £490,475:  
 

   RECEIVED 
 

12. ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (EA) AND PARTNERSHIP MATTERS 
 

The attached report on the proposed de-maining of Snow Sewer together with the DRAFT 
Management Plan were presented for consideration. 

 
The Chief Executive reported that there was a covenant on the land stating that it could not 
be used for profit, however, this was likely to be amended to allow the land to be used for 
grazing as long as any income was used towards maintenance of the asset.  Subject to this 
being confirmed, Officers were happy to recommend support for the de-maining. 

 
The Chairman stated that there was a small length of the river in the Doncaster East Internal 
Drainage Board area so discussions would need to be held with them. 

 
Members were keen for the Board to participate fully in the public consultation process. 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

That on condition that the financial and legal proposals were confirmed the Board 
consent to the Public Consultation proceeding and approve the inclusion of the 
DRAFT Management Plan in the public consultation materials. 

 
13. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
 
 13:1 River Idle Management Partnership 
 

Officers reported that the Environment Agency had commenced tree works along the 
River Idle.  These works were designed to improve conveyance and it was expected 
that the increased flows would initiate some changes to the distribution of silt along the 
river. 

 
The Board had been asked to undertake some additional work under the Public Sector 
Cooperation Agreement this autumn and full details would be presented to the July 
Board meeting.  In response to Mr R. Adam, the Environmental Officer reported that 
modelling had come to a standstill as work was being focussed on Keadby to justify the 
business case for the refurbishment of the station. 

 
The Water Level Management Plan for the River Idle Washlands SSSI was now 
nearing completion.  Officers reported that to achieve the conservation objectives, the 
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current long period of inundation must be reduced, enabling the washland to function 
as temporary flood storage. 
 
Cllr Mrs H. Brand asked whether Officers could ask the Environment Agency to liaise 
with Bassetlaw District Council regarding jettys that had been put on the river.   
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 13:2 Keadby Warping Drain 
 

The fencing had been erected, however, the quality of the grassland was poor at 
present due to a lack of grazing in recent times.  Local land agents had advised a 
rental value of between £30 and £40 per acre for the land in its present condition on a 
single year letting.  This had been agreed by the Finance Committee and the grazing 
license for the 2018 season had been granted in the sum of £570. 

 
Further options including a Farm Business Tenancy would be investigated for the 2019 
grazing season. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 13:3 Association of Drainage Authorities/Environment Agency Eel Liaison Group 
 

Officers continued to support the Environment Agency in assessing the implementation 
of the Eel Regulations across catchments.  Additional funding from the Marine 
Management Organisation and the Environment Agency would allow the University of 
Hull to carry out research into eel passage at pumping stations.  The work programme 
would be defined in June and it was likely that the fish friendly pumps installed by the 
Board would feature in the research.   
 
The Environment Agency would be developing guidance on “Best Achievable Eel 
Protection” over the next 12 months and it looked likely that this would be far more 
pragmatic and affordable than the current regime. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 13:4 Water Resources Abstraction Licenses 
 

As previously reported, the Water Abstraction (Transitional Provisions) Regulations 
2017 required all abstractions exceeding 20m³ per day to be registered before 31st 
December 2019. 

 
The Environmental Officer reported that abstraction licenses may be required for 
stations where let back was undertaken such as Adlingfleet Outfall, South Field, 
Heckdyke and Trentside Pumping Stations on the River Trent and Gringley Pumping 
Station on the River Idle.  Further investigations would be undertaken and the 
necessary licences applied for. 
 
The application charge was £1,500 for a transfer point although this could comprise 
numerous abstractions from a single river.  As water was transferred there were no 
annual charges based on the volume of water abstracted.  The first license would be 
for between six and 18 years to fit in with the licensing cycle, thereafter licenses would 
be issued for 12 years. 

 
   RECEIVED 
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14. DELEGATED MATTERS - PLANNING, BYELAWS AND SUPERVISORY ROLE 
 
 14:1 Byelaw Applications 
 

The following Byelaw Consent had been issued since the last Board meeting: 
 

IOANN/LDC/2018/001   Installation of a new 10m access culvert within the Board 
maintained IOA600200 Waterton Drain at national grid reference SE84795 17725 
in the parish of Garthorpe and Fockerby.  

 
 RECEIVED 

 
 14:2 Section 23 Applications 
 

The following Section 23 Consent had been issued since the last Board meeting.  
 

IOANN/LDC/2017/011 Diversion of a 180 metre section of existing open 
watercourse by the creation of a new culverted watercourse and the eradication 
of the open section of watercourse alongside the Anaerobic Digester Plant at 
North Moor Farm between national grid references SE 79869 09307 and SE 
79885 09484 in the parish of Belton. 

 
 RECEIVED 
 

 14:3 Planning Applications 
 
  Cllrs J. Briggs and R. Allcock declared an interest. 

Officers reported that observations had been made on 48 planning applications since 
the last Board meeting.  No objections had been raised. 
 
It was noted that the North Lincolnshire Council planning lists were not up to date and 
this restricted the time in which the Board's officers had to comment.  Cllr R. Allcock 
agreed to mention this to the Planning Department but he understood that this was a 
short-term problem which would shortly be rectified. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
15. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

The Operations Director reported on two minor incidents across the Consortium since the 
last Board meeting, no major injuries had been sustained. 

 
She then gave an overview of incidents over the last 12 months which included near misses 
and damage to plant and equipment and showed a decrease in incidents compared to last 
year.  Near miss reporting continued to be encouraged and regular health and safety 
updates continued to be shared with staff. 

 
  RECEIVED 
 
16. MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD 
 
 16:1 Election 
 

The Chief Executive reported that the term of office for elected members to the Board’s 
nine electoral districts would expire on 31st October 2018.  Registers of Electors had 
been prepared and would be advertised in accordance with the Land Drainage Act 
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1991, the Land Drainage (Election of Drainage Boards) Regulations 1938 and the Land 
Drainage (Election of Internal Drainage Boards) (Amendment) Regulations 1977. 

 
 RESOLVED 
 
  (a) That the date of election be fixed for 30th October 2018. 
 
  (b) That the Chief Executive be appointed Returning Officer and his PA 

be appointed Deputy Returning Officer. 
 
 16:2 Vacancies on the Board 
 

Elected Members 
 
A letter of resignation had been received from Mr S. White who had been a Board 
member since 1970 and was Chairman of the former Everton Internal Drainage Board 
for some 15 years.  Mr White would be greatly missed by the Board and members 
asked the Chief Executive to pass on their thanks and best wishes. 

 
The Chairman had been approached by Mr H. Barton, a local landowner farming in the 
Everton area, who was interested in joining the Board.  The Land Drainage Act allowed 
the Board to elect someone to fill a vacancy for the remaining term of office of a 
vacating member, however, it was noted that if the term of office was less than six 
months, the vacancy need not be filled.    
 
Nominated Members 
 
It was noted that North Lincolnshire Council had filled two of the three nominated 
vacancies on the Board with the appointment of Mr Dinsdale from Crowle and Mr M.D. 
Pilkington from Graizelound. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That Mr H. Barton be elected to fill the vacancy in the Everton Electoral 
District until the next Election and that the North Lincolnshire Council 
appointments be noted. 

 
17. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Cllr R. Allcock expressed concern about riparian owners not cleaning out watercourses and 
enquired what could be done to ensure that this was undertaken.  The Chief Executive 
explained that, if within the area, the Board had enforcement powers under the Land 
Drainage Act.  He asked members to contact the Operations Manager if there were any 
particular areas they were concerned about. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 

 
 

CHAIRMAN 


