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Minutes of a meeting of the Board held at Beckingham Recreation Room on Tuesday 24th 
September 2019, at 10.00 a.m. 
 
 Elected Members  Nominated by North Lincolnshire Council 
 Messrs J. Coggon (Chairman) * Cllr R. Allcock 
*  P. Cornish (Vice-Chairman) * Mr N. Arrand 
*  R. Adam * Mr I. Bint 
*  H. Barton  Cllr J. Briggs 
*  P. Bradwell  Mr E. Dinsdale 
*  J.H.T. Bramhill * Mr M.D. Pilkington 
*  K. Durdy  Cllr Mrs J. Reed 
*  J. Fretwell  Cllr D. Robinson 
*  M.A. Harris * Cllr D.J. Rose 
*  R. Mason  Mr G. Wilson 
  M.T. Smith    One vacancy 
*  M. Wagstaff  Nominated by Bassetlaw District Council 
  

 
* Cllr Mrs H. Brand 

    * Cllr Mrs J.M. Sanger 
* Present     

 
* Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive) 
*  N. Kemble (Engineer) 
*  A. Malin (Senior Operations Manager) 
*  R.A. Brown (Operations Manager) 
* Mesdames N. Hind (Finance Manager) 
  S. Jaques (Nottinghamshire County Council) 
* In attendance  

 
 
1. APOLOGIES  
 

Apologies of absence were received from Messrs J. Coggon, M.T. Smith, Cllrs J. Briggs, D. 
Robinson and Mrs J. Reed. 

 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Cllr R. Allcock - agenda item 15, Siting of a memorial on Board owned land.  
 
3. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Cllr R. Allcock mentioned he would like to speak about Low Burnham.   
 
4. BOARD MINUTES (Pages 436 to 445) 
 
  RESOLVED 
  

That the minutes of the meeting of the Board held on 25th June 2019 be 
confirmed as a correct record.  

 
5. MATTERS ARISING 
 

5:1 Minute 5, Page 437 - Byelaw Applications and Contraventions  
 

Regarding the byelaw contravention on Pycocks Drain, the Operations Manager 
reported that the appropriate notice had been served on the landowner stating that 
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unless the gabion baskets were removed and access reinstated, the Board would 
undertake the work and recharge the cost of doing so.  This work was planned to be 
undertaken on 30th September 2019.   

 
  RECEIVED 
 
5:2 Minute 11:6, Page 440 - River Maun 
 

In response to Mr R. Adam, the Chief Executive confirmed that officers were due to 
meet with the Environment Agency shortly to discuss Public Sector Cooperation 
Agreement works and condition of watercourses and he would ensure that the River 
Maun was included in the discussion.  Mr M. A. Harris would provide officers with 
photographs of the river.  

 
  RECEIVED 
 

5:3 Minute 13:1, Page 441 - South Street Pumping Station, Heckdyke Pumping Station and 
Snow Sewer 

 
Although the Board had agreed to delay the work on the diesel engine at South Street 
until completion of the study, some work had continued so that advantage could be 
taken of the grant-in-aid.  This would be discussed further under asset renewals.  

 
 RECEIVED 

 
5:4 Minute 13:5, Page 442 - Mother Drain Culvert (SSSI), Misterton 

 
Officers would present an update under Agenda Item 16.  

 
  RECEIVED 
 

5:5 Minute 17:2, Page 444 - Telemetry 
 

The Engineer reported that the Consortium Boards and Doncaster East Internal 
Drainage Board had agreed to seek tenders for the provision of a new telemetry 
system.  

 
  RECEIVED 

 
6. HEALTH AND SAFETY  
 

There were no incidents to report.  The Senior Operations Manager introduced himself and 
stated that he was currently reviewing all systems to ensure that the necessary Risk 
Assessments and Safe Systems of Work were in place.  

 
 RECEIVED 

 
7. STAFFING 
 

The Chief Executive reported that two new members of the Direct Labour Organisation had 
been appointed, one to fill a vacancy and one to replace an employee who would be retiring 
in December.  Both had relevant experience and were performing well.  It was also noted 
that the Director of Technical Services would be retiring in March 2020 but had offered to be 
available on a casual basis if required.  The Strategic Partnership Director was due to retire 
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in October 2019 but had agreed to remain for a further 12 months on a part-time basis 
focusing on projects in the Lindsey Marsh area. 
 
Cllr Mrs H. Brand queried what the succession plan would be, as these upcoming 
retirements would result in a loss of knowledge and experience.  The Chief Executive 
highlighted the experience and varied backgrounds of the Operations Manager, Senior 
Operations Manager, Engineer and Finance Manager, all being newer additions to the team.  
The Engineer added that a replacement would be sought for the Director of Technical 
Services and that an apprentice and technician had been recently employed by the Board.  

  
 RECEIVED 

 
8. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES 
  

The Chief Executive reported that percentage of rates collected at this point in the year was 
slightly higher than last year’s, at 81.8 % versus 78.4 %.     

 
 RECEIVED 

 
9. FINANCE 
 
 9:1 Progress on the Implementation of New Accounting System 

  
 The Finance Manager highlighted the current progress being made on the 

implementation of the Sage accounting system, noting that the team had reviewed 
historic data in order to get a true picture of costs for engineering and capital works 
projects.  Accounts were unable to present a set of current finances as invoices were 
being processed into the new system, however, for the next meeting they would be 
able to provide data regarding projects, drain maintenance and pumping stations.  

  
 RECEIVED   
 

9:2 IDB1 Financial Information 
 

The Annual Report for the year ending 31st March 2019 was presented to the Board, 
as part of the annual submission to DEFRA.  This highlighted special levies from local 
authorities at a total of £777,579.  The Finance Manager reported total Income of 
£1,365,578 plus profit on disposal of assets of £24,441 less expenditure for the year of 
£1,463,307, leaving the Board a deficit of £73,288.  

 
  RECEIVED 
 

9:3 Cash Reserves and Investments as at 31st August 2019 
 

The Finance Manager presented an update on current investment balances which 
totalled £1,652,962. 

  
  RECEIVED 

 
 9:4 External Borrowing 

 
The Finance Manager reported on six loans currently outstanding with the Public 
Works Loan Board (£316,040.74), four of which would be repaid by the end of the 
current financial year.   
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   RECEIVED 
 

9:5 Daily Bank Payment Limits 
 

 The current limitation of £20,000 to daily spending limits meant that signed cheques or 
split payments had to be used when dealing with payments exceeding this limit.  
Businesses such as those associated with the purchase of plant were no longer 
accepting cheques and due to this change, the Finance Manager recommended that 
the daily electronic bank limit be increased to £100,000.  No additional costs or risks 
would be associated with this increase.  

 
 It was proposed by Mr M.D. Pilkington and seconded by Mr M.A. Harris that the 

electronic banking limit be increased as above. 
 
  RESOLVED 
  

 That the Board increase the daily electronic bank limit to £100,000.  
 
9:6 Payments over £500 

 
A schedule of payments costing over £500 was presented.  The Vice Chairman queried 
whether any of the £6,714 paid to Wilkin Chapman for legal services in relation to 
Snow Sewer could be reclaimed from the Environment Agency.  The Finance Manager 
confirmed that provision had been made in the estimates for legal costs and this could 
not be recovered from the Environment Agency. 
 

   RESOLVED 
 

   That the attached schedule of payments over £500 be approved. 
 

10. COMPENSATION CLAIMS 
 

A schedule of compensation claims totalling £2,992.66 in respect Kelfield East Drain 
reforming and Browns Dyke weedcutting was presented for information.  All claims had been 
paid in accordance with the Board's approved rates.  

 
 RECEIVED   

 
11. OPERATIONS REPORT 
 
 11:1 Pumping Stations 
 

 The Operations Manager reported that a dam had been erected at Kelfield Pumping 
Station in order to paint the piles within the sump (see Asset report, item 16).  All other 
pumping stations were operating as expected.   

 
   RECEIVED 
 

 11:2 Capital Works Undertaken by the Direct Labour Organisation (DLO) 
 

 No capital works had been undertaken by the DLO in the reporting period.  
  
 11:3 Summer Maintenance Works 
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The Operations Manager reported that summer maintenance work was progressing 
well with 62% of flailing completed and 50% of weedcutting.  Eleven days of 
weedcutting had been lost due to machinery issues, though with the addition of a new 
member of staff the Operations Manager was confident that any lost progress would be 
regained shortly.  Maps of current and completed works were displayed.   
 

 RECEIVED    
 

11:4 Winter Works 
 

The Operations Manager presented a report listing the locations of upcoming planned 
winter works and the progress that had been made so far.  Upcoming works included a 
bank slip on Kelfield Catchwater Drain which would be completed with the long reach 
machine.  PSCA works would likely be commencing in late October, one of these being 
the replacement of the corroded Common Carrs culvert in November.   
 
Works at Gunns Beck had been completed and were substantially complete on 
Welham Hall Drain with work on only one culvert remaining.  The first phase of work on 
Lound Hall Drain was complete and work was due to commence in November. 

 
The Board had been in contact with Northern Power Grid for a number of years, 
requesting the removal of trees along Stealgoose Drain.  These works had recently 
been completed, with the DLO in attendance to tidy the site and return any soil to the 
landowner for agricultural use.  
 
 RECEIVED 

 
11:5 Plant 

 
 The Operations Manager reported that all plant bar the Massey Ferguson were in 

working order.  The Massey Ferguson had broken down last week and had been 
temporarily replaced by a tractor and flail on hire from Lindsey Marsh Drainage Board.  
The Board's tractor was currently being repaired by Peacock and Binnington, who 
identified that the bearing between the 4-wheel drive shaft and transmission had 
collapsed.  This also caused damage to the casing and would take five days to repair 
at an estimated cost of just under £10,000.  The Massey Ferguson was a 2005 model 
and other than the repairs mentioned above was in good condition and had run for only 
4,500 hours.  

 
 Faults on the Herder mower and the JCB JS130 had been repaired.  A temporary 

repair had also been undertaken following an issue with the mower head on the 
Spearhead with a more substantial repair planned after the cutting season.  

  
 The Senior Operations Manager reported on prices received for the replacement of the 

Ford Ranger FY09 NZO.  Quotations had been sought through Woldmarsh with the 
most suitable vehicle coming in at a cost of £22,501 including first registration cost and 
road fund licence.  This was £3,201 over the approved budget.  The Senior Operations 
Manager recommended that the replacement vehicle be purchased with the additional 
£3,201 to be taken from balances.  The Finance Manager recalled that at the previous 
meeting, a Plant Reserve had been agreed upon, into which funds had been placed in 
order to assist with the future purchases of large items of plant.  

 
 The Senior Operations Manager expected plant prices to rise due to the new Euro 6 

emissions standards.  He would continue to review this and would take this into 
account when preparing the plant estimates. 
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RESOLVED 

 
That the Board proceed with the purchase of a Ford Ranger pick-up at a 
cost of £22,501 (including road fund licence).  
 

 11:6 Rainfall 
 
  Officers presented rainfall figures and pump run hours for information. 
 
   RECEIVED 
 
12. Telemetry 
 

The Engineer reported that the Board's current telemetry provider had ceased trading.  
Although it currently remained operational, Officers were concerned that the system could go 
down at any time and all relevant data had therefore been downloaded and measures put in 
place for stations to be operated through panel control although this would mean more 
frequent visits to the stations.  Officers stated that several local internal drainage boards 
(IDBs) had been affected by this and were working together to find a way in which to address 
the problem in the short-term.   
 
The Engineer stated that, as reported at the last meeting, he was already reviewing 
alternative telemetry systems for the Consortium with a view to moving away from small-
scale, bespoke equipment.  Two budget prices had already been received, at roughly £1,000 
per station/per year to install and maintain a new telemetry system.  This included an 
installation period of one year for all stations, as well as a five-year contract commitment.  
The businesses providing these estimates were large scale and reliable. 
 
There followed a discussion on the existing contract between the Board and the supplier and 
the necessity to have a transition plan for a smooth transfer on to any new system.  Officers 
would continue to liaise with other IDBs to come up with an interim solution to the problem.  
 
A letter of termination would be issued to the existing contractor due to their inability to fulfil 
their contract. 

 
  RECEIVED 
 
13. ELECTRICITY 

 
The Engineer highlighted a plan to bring electricity supplier renewals across the Board into a 
single timeline, to better manage the bulk of replacement.  Renewals were currently handled 
by the energy brokers Torse.  With the steady increase of electricity prices, the Board had 
been locked into the best possible rates for the next 22 months, at below market rates.  One 
of the reasons for the increase in cost had been that electricity companies had become 
aware of the value of night-time electricity, which had reduced the value of the Board 
focusing electricity usage on night-times.   
 

RECEIVED 
 

14. ADOPTION OF WATERCOURSES 
 

14:1 Ousefleet Lodge Drain, Ousefleet 
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A request had been made for the Board to adopt a 155 metre section of the Ousefleet 
Lodge Drain as shown in red on the attached plan.  The Board's Surveyor identified a 
surface water sewer which was directed from the High Street into this section of 
watercourse, eventually making its way to the Board’s system.   
 
The Operations Manager recommended that an additional 155 meters of the Ousefleet 
Lodge Drain be adopted.  This section encompassed where the drain met the current 
Board maintained drain, passed under the Highway and ended at the village discharge 
point.  It was noted that the structure underneath the highway would not be the Board’s 
responsibility to maintain.  

 
 RESOLVED 

 
That the Board adopt 155 meters of Ousefleet Lodge Drain as shown on 
the attached plan.  

 
14:2 Longholme Farm Drain, Retford 

 
 A request had been made by landowners for the Board to adopt the above 

watercourse.  Initial investigations by the Operations Manager stated that surveys were 
required before a recommendation could be made.   

 
 The Operations Manager referred to a recent planning application in the vicinity and 

confirmed that Officers had responded on behalf of the Board stating that no increase 
in flows to the Board's systems would be acceptable.  Officers would liaise with the 
developers to ensure that adequate provision was made for surface water run-off and 
that, if necessary, a contribution from the developer would be sought towards any work 
necessary to improve the drainage in the area. 

 
   RESOLVED 
 

That further investigations be undertaken in respect of the adoption of a 
section of Longholme Farm Drain, Retford and that a report be presented 
for consideration at a future meeting. 

 
 14:3 Doncaster Road North Drain, Westwoodside 

 
Application had been made for the Board to adopt a section of the Doncaster Road 
North Drain shown on the attached plan.  Investigations undertaken by Officers showed 
that the watercourse was not connected to the Board's system or other drainage 
channels and did not meet the criteria for adoption as a Board maintained watercourse.   
 

RESOLVED 
 

 That the Board would not adopt Doncaster Road North Drain.  
 

 14:4 Earls Drain, Crowle 
  

The Operations Manager recalled that in 2011, the Board relinquished this section of 
watercourse.  The request for adoption had materialised due to a change of landowner.   
 
 Mr M. A. Harris queried whether this drain collected urban water. The Operations 
Manager explained that there was a residential development at the very top of the 
watercourse, eventually moving into agricultural land owned by two different 
landowners.  Mr M. A. Harris stated that he did not agree that the Board should 
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maintain what were essentially riparian watercourses and the Board must take into 
account the area of land served by the watercourse and what it protected.        

  
   RESOLVED 
  

That further investigations be undertaken and reported to the Board for 
consideration at a future meeting. 

 
15. SITING OF A MEMORIAL ON BOARD OWNED LAND 
 

The Operations Manager reported that an application had been made by the Owston Ferry 
Bomber Memorial Project to site a memorial on land between Ferry Drain and Snow Sewer.  
The site was located off Owston Ferry Road at national grid reference 479942 398965.  The 
permanent memorial would sit in a paved enclosure 3 metres x 3.5 metres on a concrete 
base into which a 1.4 metre high granite stone boulder with memorial plaque would be 
placed.  The site would be maintained by the group.  The Operations Manager confirmed that 
there was ample space to locate the memorial without restricting access to either 
watercourse. 
 
Mr M.D. Pilkington questioned the impact of placing the memorial over the top of the culvert 
which ran from Ferry Drain to the Four Bridges system.  The Operations Manager 
understood that siphons were present here and explained that this site had been chosen as 
the least likely to cause operational issues as well as being accessible to the public.  Mr M.A. 
Harris queried the exact location of the siphons, stating that it would be best if the memorial 
was not placed over them.  In response, the Operations Manager suggested that the 
memorial could be placed closer to the nearby hedge, distancing it from the siphons.   
 
Cllr R. Allcock showed his support for this memorial, noting 2019 as being the 75th 
anniversary of D-Day as well as the VE Day anniversary in 2020.  The Vice Chairman 
requested that Board members be notified of the unveiling date of the memorial.  
 
 RESOLVED 

 
That consent be granted for the siting of a memorial on Board owned land 
between Ferry Drain and Snow Sewer and that Officers be granted delegated 
authority to liaise with the Owston Ferry Bomber Memorial Project regarding the 
exact location of the structure, ensuring that the Board had sufficient access and 
that the structure was not located over the pipes.  

 
16. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS 
 

16:1 South Street Pumping Station 
 
 The Engineer presented comparisons of tenders received from four contractors for the 

refurbishment of the automatic weedscreen cleaner and recommended that the lowest 
tender be accepted in the sum of £33,490 for the provision of a new trolley.   

 
 Mr R. Adam queried the disparity in tender prices; the above tender being £50,000 

cheaper.   The Chief Executive noted that tenderers did not appear to be quoting for 
the same work, e.g. one seemed to be offering a mid-life update to the equipment, 
while the others offered complete replacement.  After discussion, it was suggested by 
the Chief Executive that a full comparison of the tenders be conducted by the 
Engineering department detailing the options, life-span and cost, and delegated 
authority be granted to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to approve the tender most 
suited to the Board’s requirements. 
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 To clarify, the Engineer confirmed that the documentation sent out to all companies 

had been for a mid-life update and not a complete replacement of all parts.  The 
original estimate for the works had been set at £45,000.   

 
 Cllr Mrs J.M. Sanger left the meeting to move her car, returned shortly.  
 
 It was proposed by Mr M.D. Pilkington and seconded by Mr H. Barton that a full 

comparison of tenders be undertaken and that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman be 
given authority to approve the most suitable tender.  A vote for this amendment took 
place, with 8 members in support and 7 against.  

 
 The Engineer proposed that the new panel for the adjacent South Street Pumping 

Station be located at Drain Head Pumping Station which was situated above flood 
level, secure and structurally sound.   Estimated costs were £15,000 for the installation 
of a new power supply and additional costs.   

 
The Engineer stated that at the previous meeting, the Board agreed to delay 
replacement of the diesel pump at South Street Pumping Station.  He highlighted that 
should the Board not proceed with the scheme, grant-in-aid funding could be lost.  The 
diesel pump had twice the capacity of the external electric pump.  Tenders were being 
sought for replacement of the diesel pump and the Engineer recommended that 
replacement of the diesel pump be undertaken before the Heckdyke catchment study 
was completed.  Cllr R. Allcock offered his support, as he had visited the site and saw 
the necessity of this replacement.  In response to Mr R. Mason the Engineer replied 
although there was room in the sump for a further external electric pump, it would be 
insufficient in terms of capacity.  The Board's contribution towards the work would be 
between £60,000 and £80,000 with £150,000 grant-in-aid.  It was proposed by Mr R. 
Allcock and seconded by Mr R. Adam that the Board proceed with the refurbishment of 
the diesel pump.   

 
  RESOLVED 

 
(a) That the Chairman and Vice-Chairman be granted delegated 

authority to award the tender for refurbishment of the automatic 
weedscreen cleaner at South Street Pumping Station following a 
review of all tenders received to ensure best value for money for the 
Board. 

 
(b) That South Street Pumping Station’s control panel be re-located to 

the adjacent Drain Head Pumping Station at an estimated cost of 
£15,000 to be funded from the contingency budget.  

 
(c) That the Board proceed with the replacement of the diesel pump at 

South Street Pumping Station within the approved budget.   
  
 Cllr D.J. Rose left the meeting.  
 

16:2 Southfield Pumping Station Refurbishment 
 
The business case for flood defence grant-in-aid had been approved by the 
Environment Agency.  The total project value was £398,000. 
 
Refurbishment of the automatic weedscreen cleaner was complete. 
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The Engineer presented tenders which had been received for refurbishment of the 
axial flow pump.  the estimate for  the refurbishment was £18,500, however, all quotes 
received exceeded this amount.  The Engineer recommended that the Board proceed 
with the tender received from Industrial Pumps, who  quoted £22,795 for the works.  It 
was recommended that the additional cost be drawn from the contingency budget for 
this scheme, which totalled £46,000.   
 
It was proposed by Mr R. Adam and seconded by Mr I. Bint that the tender be 
accepted.  
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the Board accept the tender submitted by Industrial Pumps at £22,795 
and that an order be placed to commence the works.  

 
16:3 Kelfield Pumping Station Refurbishment  
 

The automatic weedscreen cleaner had been refurbished and was now fully 
operational following a modification to one of the screens.  A dam had been installed to 
enable painting of the piles and to facilitate removal of the outside pump for 
refurbishment.  Kelfield Catchwater Drain was currently discharging via the connection 
to Blackdyke and then through the new syphon into Southfield.  The condition of the 
discharge pipe works had delayed progress while searching for a suitable contractor.  
A new access had since been created and the discharge pipe re-lined with a polymer 
sock cured with ultraviolet light.  The pump was currently being installed and works at 
Kelfield would be completed shortly.   

 
In response to Mr J. Fretwell, the Operations Manager confirmed that compensation 
payments had yet to be made and forms would be sent out to those landowners 
affected.   

 
  RECEIVED 

 
 16:4 Wiseton Pumping Station - Refurbishment of existing weedscreen and automatic 

cleaner (under emergency repairs) 
 

  The Engineer stated that Wiseton Pumping Station was mainly operational, but that a 
small panel upgrade would be required.  Mr R. Adam asked whether the weedscreen 
would be operational in time for any impending heavy rains. The Operations Manager 
replied that the weedscreen was operating on an automatic setting.  No testing of the 
system under heavy duress had yet taken place, although Wiseton was a station which 
was being monitored during heavy rainfall.  Mr R. Adam stated that it was imperative to 
complete the works as soon as possible.  

 
    RECEIVED 
 
 16:5 Heckdyke Catchment Study 
 

A survey was underway which would provide data to assist in modelling work, to create 
the best possible plan for Heckdyke, South Street and Snow Sewer.  Data was 
expected to be available by the end of the month and modelling work would then 
commence.  The Board's surveyor was collecting data for watercourses not included in 
the Isle of Axholme Stategy and the work was being fast-tracked as it was essential for 
funding applications.  The Engineer predicted that significant works would be required 
at Heckdyke Pumping Station.   
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 RECEIVED 

 
 16:6 Local Levy Prospects 
 

A report would be made at the November 2019 Board meeting.  There appeared to be 
4-5 possible areas where local levy would be appropriate; Misterton, Luddington, 
Ealand, Car Dyke and Belton.  The Engineer recollected that an agreement had been 
reached at the June meeting, wherein the Board would contribute a percentage 
towards the local levy in order to strengthen the proposal.  The local levy contribution 
portion of the funds would be significant.   
 

 RECEIVED 
 
 16:7 Mother Drain Culvert (SSSI), Misterton 
 

The report undertaken identified that should the Mother Drain culvert be removed, a 
300 l/s pumping station would be required.  Further analysis was required and a full 
report and costs would be brought to the November meeting.  

 
 RECEIVED 

 
 16:8 Telemetry System Review 
 

 The Engineer stated that this had already been covered under Agenda Item 12.  
 
   RECEIVED 
 
17. Environment Agency and Partnership Matters 
 

The Chief Executive reported on the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
PAG visit to the Isle of Axholme which was attended by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, 
Mr M.A. Harris and representatives from Lincolnshire County Council, North East 
Lincolnshire Council and North Lincolnshire Council (Cllr R. Allcock).  The tour highlighted 
the Doncaster and Isle of Axholme area, towards Keadby.  During this, it was highlighted to 
all participants that pumping stations such as Keadby were only of use if the related channels 
were properly maintained.  Rachel Hill of the national Environment Agency team had also 
been in attendance, having recently been involved with providing support during the 
Yorkshire floods and prior to this, the Somerset levels.  She had shown interest in attending 
Board meetings in the future, so that she may speak to Board members directly regarding 
maintenance of the main rivers.  Members welcomed this and expressed their exasperation 
at the lack of maintenance undertaken by the Environment Agency (EA) despite continued 
lobbying from the internal drainage boards.   
 
Mr J. Fretwell queried how funds towards the maintenance of the newly acquired Snow 
Sewer would be applied, over the next 10 years - works had been undertaken in the past, 
however, areas of the drain were still in a poor state.  The Operations Manager reported that 
this year, the weed had been cut from Drain Head Pumping Station down to the area which 
had been maintained previously.  The focus was to continue working on the watercourse 
section by section, to improve conveyance of water over time.  The top end of the drain 
would be monitored, to gain an idea of how much silt was being brought back in and what 
effect this had on the watercourse.  Officers confirmed that the money received from the EA 
transfer of Snow Sewer had been ringfenced for use on work relating to the watercourse and 
pumping station.   
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Mr M.A. Harris asked whether there was a possibility of developing a working berm along the 
north side of Snow Sewer, for ease of maintenance.  The Operations Manager agreed that 
this was something to work towards, although on the western end this would prove difficult 
due to proximity to the railway.   
 
  RECEIVED  

 
18. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
 
 18:1 Keadby Warping Drain 
 

The Engineer displayed an image of the interpretation panel to be installed at Keadby 
Warping Drain.  It had been produced by Hatfield Chase Landscape Partnership, who 
now sought the Board’s approval to include the Isle of Axholme logo in this display 
which would be sited at the eastern end of the Warping Drain by the B1392.   

 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the Board agree to the inclusion of the Isle of Axholme logo on the 
Keadby Warping Drain interpretation panel.  

  
 18:2 Water Resources Abstraction Licenses  
 

The Engineer reported that the Board had allocated £3,000 towards Water Resources 
Abstraction Licenses, however, the EA had since requested only £750 towards 
licencing of the two abstraction points.   

 
  RECEIVED 
 

18:3 River Idle 
 
The Environment Agency's Fisheries and Bio-diversity Team would be undertaking 
surveys before work commenced on the next stage of the enhanced weedcutting.   
 
The revised Water Level Management Plan for the River Idle Washlands SSSI was 
nearing completion and Officers and the River Idle Management Partnership had asked 
for the target water levels to be more specific in order to deliver the desired habitats. 

 
18:4 Barn Owl Nest Boxes 

 
The Engineer presented details on this season’s nesting boxes, noting that Barn Owls 
had nested in seven of the Board’s nest boxes.   

 
18:5 Mink Control 

 
The Vice-Chairman posed a question regarding funds that had been set aside towards 
the control of mink.  It was agreed to report back to the next meeting.   

 
 RECEIVED 

 
19 Delegated Matters - Planning, Byelaws and Supervisory Role  
 

19:1 Byelaw Applications 
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The following consents had been granted under delegated authority since the last 
meeting: 

 
IOANN/LDC/2019/006  Crossing of the Board maintained York Common Drain 
with an 11Kv high voltage overhead electric cable and the erection of three poles 
within nine metres of the same watercourse at national grid reference 476298 
413549 near the Old Peak Works, Off Dole Road in the parish of Crowle.   
 
IOANN/LDC/2019/007  Repairs to a highway culvert on B1403 on the Board 
maintained Common Drain (Wiseton) (AXD610800) at national grid reference 
473003 386588 in the parish of Clayworth.   
 
IOANN/LDC/2019/008  Repairs to a highway culvert on B1403 on the Board 
maintained Toft Dyke Drain (AXD610200) at national grid reference 473294 
388815 in the parish of Clayworth.   
 
IOANN/LDC/2019/009  Erection of a pair of semi-detached dwellings within nine 
metres but no closer than 7.5 metres of the Board maintained Old River Drain 
and the discharge of surface water into the same watercourse at national grid 
reference 476919 413034 at the rear of Windsor Road in the parishes of Crowle 
and Ealand.   

 
19:2 Section 23 Applications 
 
 No consents had been issued since the last meeting. 
 
19:3 Planning Applications  
 

Officers had commented on nine applications since the last Board meeting.  No 
objections had been raised. 

 
 RECEIVED 

 
20. Association of Drainage Authorities - Annual Conference 
 

Details regarding the Association of Drainage Authorities Annual Conference on Wednesday, 
13th November, 2019 were presented and members were encouraged to attend.   
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That Mr J. Fretwell and Cllr R. Allcock attend the Association of Drainage 
Authorities Annual Conference, along with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman.   

 
21. Any Other Business 
 

Cllr R. Alcock referred to the flood storage area at Low Burnham which had been designed 
and constructed by the Board in partnership with North Lincolnshire Council in 2011 in order 
to reduce the risk of flooding in the village.  He stated that this now required desilting and 
asked whether the Board would be prepared to undertake the work which was estimated to 
be in the region of £10,000.  Mr M.A. Harris supported this and suggested that a formal 
agreement be drawn up with the Council for the work to be undertaken on a regular basis.  
The Operations Manager agreed to investigate what work was required and report back to 
Board for consideration. 
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  RESOLVED 
 

That the Board agree in principle to undertake maintenance work on the flood 
storage area at Low Burnham in partnership with North Lincolnshire Council. 

 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
 


