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ISLE OF AXHOLME AND NORTH NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

WATER LEVEL MANAGEMENT BOARD

Minutes of a Meeting of the Board held at Beckingham Recreation Room, on Tuesday, 25th June
2013 at 10.00 a.m. 

*
*

*
*
*

*
*
*
*

Elected Members
Messrs M.A. Harris (Chairman)

R. Adam (Vice-Chairman)
A. Barker
P. Bradwell
G.R.J. Bramhill
R.H. Brown
J. Coggon
P. Cornish
K. Durdy
R. Mason
M. Wagstaff
S. White

*
*

*

*
*

*

*
*

Nominated by North Lincolnshire Council
Cllr R. Allcock
Mr N. Arrand
Cllrs T. Barker

J. Briggs
Messrs R. Chapman

N. Culpin
Cllr W. Eckhardt
Mr J. Lee
Cllr D. Robinson
Mr J. Smith
Cllr Mrs L. Redfern
Nominated by Bassetlaw District Council
Cllr Mrs H. Brand
Cllr Mrs J.M. Sanger

* Present

*
*

*
*
*
*

Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive)
D.J. Sisson (Engineer)
M. Mitchell (Director of Technical Services)
R.P. Mitchell (Director of Operations)
M.D. Pilkington (Works Supervisor)
S. Thackray (Director of Finance)

Miss H. O’Callaghan (Nottinghamshire County Council)

* In attendance

The Chairman welcomed Miss H. Callaghan from Nottinghamshire County Council’s Flood
Risk Management Team.  She explained that the County Council now had much more
responsibility under the Flood Risk Management Act and was keen to work with Internal
Drainage Boards.

The Chairman also welcomed Mr R. Chapman from North Lincolnshire Council who he
understood would be replacing Mr D. Harrison on the Board; official confirmation of this was
awaited.

Mr M. Wagstaff had been elected by the Board to fill the vacancy left following the resignation
of Mr G. Wagstaff and the Chairman welcomed him to his first meeting.  The Chairman
stated that although members’ local knowledge was essential they must take an interest in
the whole area and the Board should be focused on policy and strategy.

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs J. Coggon, S. White, N. Culpin and Cllr
W. Eckhardt.
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2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllrs R. Allcock, J. Briggs, D. Robinson, Mrs L. Redfern and Mr R. Mason declared an
interest in agenda item 13.

3. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None.

4. BOARD MINUTES (Pages 108 to 124)

RESOLVED

That the minutes of the meeting of the Board held on 26th March 2013 be
confirmed as a correct record subject to the following amendments:

Minute 7:5, Page 110 - replace Mr T. Barker with Cllr J. Briggs and Mr J. Smith
with Cllr Mrs J.M. Sanger.

Minute 8:1, Page 111 - replace elected with nominated.

5. MATTERS ARISING

5:1 Minute 7:2, Page 110 - Vegetation Removal

The Director of Operations confirmed that plans showing watercourses in their specific
areas would be forwarded to members.

5:2 Minute 7:3, Page 110 - Replacement of Ford Ranger

The Director of Finance confirmed that the final cost of the new Ford Ranger was
£14,685.

RECEIVED

6. FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

The Chairman presented the attached minutes of the Finance Committee held on 4th June
2013.  These were confirmed as a correct record by Cllr Mrs J.M. Sanger and Mr R. Adam.

The Chief Executive reported that, although no official response had been received from the
Association of Drainage Authorities, the Board’s legal advisers had confirmed that the current
Consortium arrangement in place between Lindsey Marsh, Trent Valley and the Isle of
Axholme was endorsed by the Water Management Act and did not require the boards to go
out to tender under the European Procurement Regulations.  

The Water Management Act allowed a risk management authority to arrange for a flood risk
management function to be exercised on its behalf by another risk management authority
and the Environment Agency to arrange for a coastal erosion risk management function to be
exercised on its behalf by an internal drainage board.

It was noted that the final accounts had been considered and recommended for approval by
the Committee but that this would be discussed in more detail under agenda item 8.
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The Chairman reported that the stand at the Lincolnshire Show had been a great success
with 2,500 visitors over the two days.  The Chairman had also joined the German visitors on
a tour hosted by Trent Valley Internal Drainage Board which had been extremely interesting
and educational.  It was noted that the German boards levied drainage rates on everyone
who lived within the catchment. 

RESOLVED

(a) That the attached minutes of the Consortium Committee held on 20th
February 2013 be confirmed as a correct record.

(b) That the Board seek alternative sites for the new depot/offices.

(c) That the Board pursue a Public Sector Co-operation Agreement with
the Environment Agency rather than working under a Framework
Contract.

7. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES

The Director of Finance reported that drainage rates outstanding at 31st March 2013 totalled
£9,493.26 although a further £3,300 had been collected since then and liability orders would
be issued for the remainder.

Drainage rates of £404,794.14 and special levies of £669,700 had been issued for the
financial year 2013/14.  The first half of the special levies had been collected and 7.5% of the
drainage rates.

RECEIVED

8. FINANCE

8:1 Cash Reserves and Investments

The Director of Finance reported that the Board currently had a total of £1,183,732.03
invested in four bank/building society accounts.  It was noted this figure included
balances and money already allocated for specific works.  A total of £180,835.39
remained outstanding in respect of Public Works Loan Board annuity loans. 

RECEIVED

8:2 Final Accounts for the Year Ended 31st March 2013

The Director of Finance presented the attached Final Accounts for the financial year
2012/13.  He stated that it had been a very difficult year with record rainfall resulting in
extra costs of pumping and dealing with flooding events; these extra costs had been
absorbed by using retained cash balances.  It was noted that the weather had also
delayed progress with the capital and renewal schemes planned for the year but the
money for these had been accrued to enable the work to be undertaken in 2013/14. 
The 2013/14 estimates would, therefore, be adjusted and the sum of £532k would
appear as an adjustment from opening balances.
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It was noted that these accounts had been considered in detail by the Finance
Committee at its meeting on 4th June 2013 and were recommended for approval.  The
Director of Finance explained that neither the Internal Auditor’s report nor the Annual
Governance Statement had been received until after the Committee meeting.

The income and expenditure account showed a net deficit of £68k; the budget for a
deficit of £385k and the favourable variance of £317k was largely due to the delay in
capital and renewal schemes.  Members were pleased with the improved rate and levy
collection during the year.  The Director of Finance gave the following explanations:

Ratepayer debtors at the year-end - £9,493 (2.54% of the total billed).

Year-end Public Works Loan Board creditor - £181k, capital of £26k repaid in the
year.

Year-end Hire Purchase capital creditor - £0k, capital of £5k repaid in the year. 

No fixed asset purchases or sales were made in the year. 

Year-end cash balances - £1.038m (2012 £1.085k); this high level reflected the
delayed expenditure on the capital and renewal schemes.

The Director of Finance gave the following summary of income and expenditure for
2012/13 and a detailed breakdown of income and expenditure:

Actual

Current Year

Estimate

Current Year

Current Year -v-

Estimate

Income £k 1025 1007 18

Expenditure £k 1093 1392 299

Surplus/ (deficit) £k -68 -385 +317

Heading 

Current

Year £

Estimate

for Year

£k

Variance

£k Description

Income

Agricultural

Rates

373 373 0

Special Levy 615 615 0

Grants 9 7 +2 Grant received for the W hitgift sluice

H&S improvements and Althorpe PS

refurbishment.  A further grant

payment on the W hitgift scheme was

received in April 2013. 

Interest 20 9 +11 Despite low market interest rates,

the higher cash balance during the

year increased the interest earned in
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the year.

Other Income 8 3 +5 Above budget contracting income.

Expenditure

Drain

Maintenance

148 165 +17 Higher than budgeted costs for

weedcutting in the Crowle area in

response to flooding were more than

offset by savings in the other areas

and on other activities. 

Pumping

Stations

346 175 -171 A record wet year was reflected in

greater electricity costs (-£69k) this

was exacerbated by the extra costs

of dealing with the flooding events of

£66k (which included pump and

excavator hire, extra labour charges,

compensation etc). £11k was also

spent on H&S improvements to

lighting at the pumping stations.

Drainage

W orks

189 642 +453 Major works in the year were Crowle

Pumped Area Improvements,

telemetry and construction of a new

depot - all three projects remained

incomplete at the year end.  The

balance of the revised estimate

expenditure included in the 2013/14

estimates which remained unspent

on projects at 31/03/13 would be

adjusted from balances in the

2013/14 Estimates.    

Plant Costs 49 22 -27 The poor conditions experienced in

this difficult year coupled with higher

fuel prices gave rise to this

overspend on plant costs. 

W orkmen’s

Cost

96 95 -1 A small overspend due to above

budget call out and training costs in

the year.

Administration 192 190 -2 A small overspend due to ongoing

legal costs for the registering of

Board property.

Loan Interest 12 21 +9 The delay in the new depot project

meant the budgeted loan drawdown

was not made resulting in this

interest saving.

EA Precept/

Highland

W ater

61 82 +21 A higher than budgeted base year for

highland water payments resulted in

a saving against budget.

Net Surplus/

(Deficit)

(-68) (-385) +317
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The Director of Finance referred to the year-end balance sheet which showed net
assets and reserves of £2.36m.  Of the trade creditors and accruals of £9k, £5k was for
the accrued cost of uncompleted works at Low Burnham for North Lincolnshire Council. 
The Engineer confirmed that this work had now been completed.  The year-end bank
balances of £1.038m, reflected the underspends on capital schemes in the year.

RESOLVED

That the attached Final Accounts for the year ended 31st March
2013 be approved and submitted to the Auditor.

8:3 Internal Audit Report

The Director of Finance presented the attached report from the Board’s Internal
Auditor, David Gowing Internal Audit Services Ltd.  It was noted that the report gave the
Board an 'Adequate Assurance' level; unfortunately there was not sufficient separation
of duties with the relatively small staffing levels to achieve a level of ‘Substantial
Assurance’.  

Members’ attention was drawn to the recommendations made on Page 5 and the
Management Comments were noted and approved.  Regarding 02.01.01, it was noted
that bank reconcilliation was undertaken regularly by staff at the Manby office and
regular reports were presented to the Board.  

The Director of Finance reported that the Internal Auditor had also highlighted that the
rate arrears (whilst still low) had doubled since 2011/12 and it was noted that this was
due largely to outstanding rates being carried forward when the Board’s amalgamated. 
The write-off of obsolete stock referred to in 1:6 referred to bio-diesel which was
discussed by the Board at that time.  

RESOLVED

That attached report of the Internal Auditor be noted.

8:4 Annual Return

The Director of Finance reported that the Internal Auditor had completed the Annual
Return Section 4 (Page 5), confirming the Board's Internal controls had been met in the
year.    

The Annual Governance Statement (Page 3) was considered in detail and agreed.

RESOLVED

That the attached Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2013
be signed by the Chairman and submitted to the Auditor. 

8:5 Internal Audit Strategy and Plan for 2013/14

The attached document detailing the internal audit strategy and plan for the current
financial year was presented for consideration.
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The Director of Finance reported that the Internal Auditor worked for all the Lincolnshire
Internal Drainage Boards and was therefore also able to compare and recommend the
best practice within the industry.

RESOLVED

That David Gowing Internal Audit Services Ltd be employed to
undertake the internal audit for the Board during the financial year
2013/14.

8:6 Payment Schedule

The Director of Finance presented the attached schedule detailing payments made
since the last Board meeting totalling £353,774.23.

Mr K. Durdy enquired whether the Board should consider joining Woldmarsh, a local
buying group, as they may be able to offer cheaper prices for electricity etc.  The
Director of Finance reported that Lindsey Marsh and Trent Valley had recently joined
and were already purchasing fuel at a cheaper cost than before.  It was noted that
electricity was currently under contract but that alternative tenders would be sought
when this was due for renewal.  In the meantime application would be made for the
Board to join Woldmarsh.

The Vice-Chairman queried the £30,000 spent on insurances.  The Director of Finance
assured members that tenders were sought for the provision of insurance and this
would be due for review shortly.  He confirmed that this did include all insurance
policies.

The Vice-Chairman referred to the £28,000 for the purchase of twin-wall pipes and
queried what these had been used for.  The Works Supervisor reported that £12,000
worth had been used to culvert the watercourse damaged by badgers and the
remainder had been put in stock.  Officers explained that larger quantities were
purchased as delivery charges were between £400 and £500.  The stock would be
used during the current financial year.

In response to the Chairman, the Director of Operations confirmed that flail heads were
refurbished each year and pins and bushes checked and replaced if necessary.

RESOLVED

That the attached Schedule be approved.

9. OPERATIONS REPORT

The Works Supervisor presented the attached report for information.  He confirmed that the
work at Boltgate had been completed with the exception of the hedge planting which would
be undertaken in September.

Regarding the early season drain weed growth monitoring, the Director of Operations
reported that a schedule had been completed and inspections were being logged.  The
Ingham Drain which served Epworth had a growth of celery in the bottom and this was being
closely monitored to ensure the flow of water was not restricted.  There was a similar problem
in the Steelgoose Drain at Belton and the centre of the channel would be cut in the next
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couple of weeks.  The Director of Operations stated that due to the harsh winter the early
season growth was less than expected and there were only a few weeks before the cutting
season would commence.

The Director of Operations reported that interviews had been held for the new land drainage
operative and an offer of appointment had been made.  Unfortunately the successful
applicant who had been offered the job and agreed to start work on 3rd June had been
unwell and not been able to take up the position.  The interviews had included a practical test
and the quality of the candidates had been good.  Officers had, therefore, re-interviewed one
of the applicants and he had commenced work on 1st July 2013.  The Director of Operations
confirmed that there would be an intense induction for the new employee prior to delivery of
the new excavator and low loader.

Officers had undertaken a review of areas where there were access issues (particularly in the
Idle and Ryton area) and identified where access culverts could be installed to improve this. 
This work would be undertaken when machines were in the area undertaking maintenance. 
It was noted that the Vice-Chairman who was particularly familiar with that area had
discussed this and was in agreement with these proposals.

Mr G.R.J. Bramhill was pleased to report that the Whitgift and Adlingfleet outfalls were
currently free from silt but he stressed that these should still be checked on a regular basis.

RESOLVED

That the attached report be noted.

10. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS

10:1 MTP FDGiA Application

The attached table summarising the Board's MTP applications for 2014/2015 onwards
was circulated for information.  This application reflected the current position with
regard to pumping station asset management for which a detailed strategy was being
prepared (see Item 10:5).

RECEIVED

10:2 Crowle Pumped Area

Officers reported that the output from the Severn Trent Water model of the Crowle
Urban System was still awaited.  This would indicate whether or not the Board's Wray's
urban pipe has sufficient capacity if the downstream water levels were low enough.

The cost of the proposed works was reported as follows:

Refurbish Paupers Pumping Station £300,000
Renew Bewcarrs Pumping Station £343,000
Improve/Reform Paupers Drain to Wrays Urban Outfall £300,000
Keadby Warping Drain £50,000
Improve Warplands and Sewer Drains £90,000
Provisional - Diversion drain upstream of Wrays Urban £100,000

£1,183,000
Administration, design and supervision 5% £59,000
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Contingency 10% £125,000
£1,367,000

The current MTP FDGiA application was for a scheme cost of £1.367m but costs would
be confirmed as the scheme progressed.

The proposed works would consist of the following:

1. Paupers Pumping Station - Refurbish to existing capacity 4.1m³/sec
(2015/2016)

• Refurbish pumps, motors and valves
• Install automatic weedrake
• New control panel
• Fish barrier
• Solar Panels
• Re-decorate

2. Bewcarrs Pumping Station - Installation of new pumps total capacity
2m³/sec (2014/2015)

• Electric supply
• Demolition of superstructure
• New control building on a raised platform
• 2 no. new 'fish friendly' pumps, pipes, valves etc.
• New control panel
• New weedscreen bars and automatic weedrake

3. Paupers Drain (2013/2014)

• Bush / tree removal - Now complete.
• Improve the approach to Paupers Pumping Station
• Widen by approximately 1 metre to Eastoft Boundary Drain
• Improve Eastoft Boundary Drain junction
• Deepen watercourse from Eastoft Boundary Drain to Wrays

Urban pipe
• Access bridges and toe protection
• Lower invert at A161 road bridge

4. Warping Drain (2013/2014)

• Safe access to the north bank has been established
• Badger impact has been assessed
• Short and long term maintenance plan is being produced

5. Warplands Drain and Sewer Drain (2014/2015)

• Deepen watercourse
• Replace/enlarge all culverts (except new windfarm culverts)

6. Provisional Diversion Drain (2015/2016)
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• Improve and adopt riparian watercourses to divert catchment
from upstream end of Wrays Urban pipe to go south then
west to connect to Old River Drain near Godnow/Paupers
catchment divide.

The following works would be funded from accrued revenue and were in addition to the
grant aid application:

1. North Soke Dyke - (2013/2014)

• Raise the banks of the Environment Agency's North Soke
Dyke to prevent overtopping.

2. Common Carrs Pumping Station (2013/2014)

• New control panel (already fitted)
• Investigations of pumping capacity on-going - Potential

replacement/upgrade being considered (works funded from
accrued funding)

3. Godnow Pumping Station (2013/2014)

• Raise height of pumping station to increase flood resilience
• New control panel

The Engineer reported that following discussions with the Environment Agency, 25% of
the available benefits identified in the Isle of Axholme Strategy for the relevant
catchments had been used to justify this scheme.  The benefit cost ratio was 9.32.

• Present Value 30 year life benefits = £32.3m
• Present Value 30 year life cost = £3.5m (£1.4m capital, £2.1m Pumping

Station and catchment running costs).

RECEIVED

10:3 Cow Lane Pumping Station and Derrythorpe Pumping Station - Electricial Refurbishment

The Engineer reported that the general and technical specifications had been completed and
invitations to tender sent out.

A further review of the sites and the results of the in-depth electrical and mechanical reports
had highlighted the need for a new control system and sensor arrangement at Cow Lane
Pumping Station and capacitors requiring specialist removal at Derrythorpe Pumping Station. 
These additional requirements had been included in the tender specification.

The Engineer estimated these additional works would increase the budget from £30,710 to
£50,000, however, he suggested a contingency of 20% be made as the additional works had
not yet been properly costed.

To avoid a delay in commencing work, officers asked the Board to consider granting
delegated authority to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to accept the most suitable tender
once they had been adjudicated by officers.



Minutes of a meeting of the Isle of Axholme and North Nottinghamshire Water Level Management
Board held on 25th June 2013 

- 135 -

RESOLVED

(a) That the Board proceed with the works at Cow Lane and Derrythorpe
Pumping Stations and that the additional expenditure of up to £30,000
be approved to be funded from balances.

(b) That the Chairman and Vice-Chairman be granted delegated authority to
accept the most suitable tender for the work at Cow Lane and Derrythorpe
Pumping Stations at a cost not exceeding £60,000.

10:4 Telemetry System

The Engineer reported that work was now complete at three sites and information could
be accessed via the internet.  Wiring had been completed at a further four sites and the
remainder was ongoing.

The installation schedule was being updated to include the electronic component
upgrade which would increase the capability of the system and decrease maintenance
costs. The Engineer confirmed that there would be no additional cost to the Board and
the installation and commissioning for all the stations was on course to be completed
by November 2014; three months ahead of the agreed contract end date.

RECEIVED

10:5 Pumping Plant and Ancillary Equipment Asset Management Strategy and Forward
Capital Programme / Long Term Investment Plan

Officers were evaluating existing pumping station asset information together with
historical plant inspection reports and would be undertaking an assessment of the
condition and performance against the planned refurbishment / replacement schedule. 
This would form the basis of a harmonised Long Term Investment Plan and Asset
Management Strategy.

Due to the extremely high rainfall in 2012 and previously in 2007, more detailed
mechanical and electrical inspections were commissioned to give an in-depth condition
assessment.  The Engineer stated that the electrical inspections had been completed
and had highlighted a number of issues which were largely attributable to the
extraordinarily high demand placed on the pumping stations last year.

The attached "Table 1" was presented for consideration.  The Engineer reported that
the transformer repairs at Paupers and Cow Lane were essential to ensure safety at
the station.  Those issues highlighted in pink would require rectification before winter to
maintain pumping capability but those highlighted in yellow could be postponed until
2014/15 or later.  Regarding cost, the Engineer reported that wherever possible
additional repairs would be carried out at the same time as the routine maintenance to
avoid duplication of callout charges and reduce station down time.

The Engineer further reported that the mechanical inspections of the pumping stations
were expected to take place over the next 12 months and some remedial actions
should be expected as a result.  Typically, the costs associated with mechanical issues
requiring immediate attention were expected to be significantly less than the electrical
works (of the order of 50%).  A further report would be presented to the Board once the
inspections were complete.
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RESOLVED

(a) That transformer repairs totalling £3,000 already undertaken at Cow
Lane and Paupers Pumping Stations be approved.

(b) That electrical works totalling £3,635 (highlighted in pink on the
attached schedule) be undertaken by the Board’s contractor at
Gringley, Heckdyke, Rushcarrs, Southfield and Trentside Pumping
Stations during the current financial year; the cost to be met from
balances.

10:6 Low Burnham Flood Alleviation Scheme

Officers reported that the stockpiled spoil had now been spread and levelled.  A 75mm
diameter perforated land drain had also been laid with stone backfill to drain water from
a low area created by the construction of the banks of the holding pond.  The scheme
was now completed.

RECEIVED

10:7 Bridge along Main Parish Drain - Eastoft

The Engineer reported that a bridge owned by the Board along the Eastoft Main Parish
Drain (IOA 241400) which crossed a Council maintained 'C' class road was in a poor
state of repair.  A provision of £50,000 had been made in the estimates for 2013/14 to
rebuild the bridge and designs had been drawn up to the specification required by
North Lincolnshire Council.  Tenders for the work would be sent out shortly.

To avoid delay of the scheme the Engineer asked the Board to consider granting
delegated authority to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to award the contract if
necessary and on condition it is no more than £10,000 (20%) in excess of the approved
budget.

RESOLVED

That delegated authority be granted to the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman to accept the most suitable tender at a cost up to £60,000
once the tenders had been returned and adjudicated by officers.

10:8 Partnership Working Proposals - Environment Agency and Isle of Axholme and North
Nottinghamshire Water Level Management Board

During a recent liaison meeting a proposal had been made by the Environment Agency
to promote a project partnership with the Isle of Axholme and North Nottinghamshire
Water Level Management Board and the Doncaster East Internal Drainage Board to
survey and assess the levels of siltation in the Rivers Idle and Torne systems.

This proposal had arisen following concerns that siltation levels were restricting flows to
both the West Stockwith and Keadby Pumping Stations and thus reducing their ability
to evacuate flood flows.  The objective of the surveys would be to establish the levels of
siltation, the potential flood risk management benefits of removal together with the
wider environmental benefits that would accrue which may attract Water Framework
Directive (WFD) funding.
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The Engineer stated that the Environment Agency had requested the Board consider
either a financial contribution or support in kind to carry out the survey works, the cost
of which was expected to be in the region of £100,000.

Mr P. Cornish stated that a River Idle Management Board had been formed consisting
of various interested parties including English Nature, parish councils and landowners. 
One of the issues raised by them was the siltation of the Idle.  Mr Cornish stated that a
report on flooding from the River Idle had been undertaken in 2005 by Black and
Veatch and he suggested that the Board should have sight of this before any further
surveys were undertaken.  The Engineer confirmed that he had requested a copy of
this report following the discussion at the Board’s Finance Committee meeting.

The Chairman stated that the system had worked well when it was maintained and the
problems that were being encountered now were because maintenance of the river had
been neglected.

Cllr Mrs H. Brand stated that, although she fully supported partnership working, she
was concerned about the Board contributing if the problems were due to neglect in
maintenance by the Environment Agency (EA).  The Chairman agreed but stated that
the EA did not have the resources to finance this and the river did impact on the
Board’s systems.

Cllr Mrs H. Brand enquired whether the contribution was for the surveys only and if the
Board would be asked to contribute towards the works at a later date.  The Chairman
confirmed that this may be the case.

The Vice-Chairman stated that it would be of more benefit to spend money on work to
de-silt the river and suggested caution in spending too much on surveys and not
actually undertaking any work.  He further stated that any report must be impartial.  The
Chief Executive agreed that it was essential that a practical solution to the problem was
found and that the Board should view the last study before it committed to spending
any money.

Mr P. Cornish reported that the environmental bodies had admitted that the river was
not performing as it should for the nature reserves.  He also reported that there was a
problem with mosquitos due to stagnant water.

Miss Callaghan agreed to discuss this with Nottinghamshire County Council and report
back to the next meeting.  She also reported that the Council would be meeting with the
EA the following week and would bring this up there.

Cllr J. Briggs hoped that now the authorities were working together they should be able
to start delivering on the ground.  He stated that it was important for members to
continue to lobby support outside meetings and to highlight how important this work is
to the local communities.

RESOLVED

(a) That the Isle of Axholme and North Nottinghamshire Water
Level Management Board work in partnership with the
Doncaster East Internal Drainage Board and the Environment
Agency to assess the levels of siltation in the Rivers Idle and
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Torne systems, provided that there was some guarantee that
this would be followed up by work to de-silt the rivers.

(b) That the Board agree in principle to contributing either
financially or in-kind to the survey works.

(c) That a copy of the 2005 report on the river be requested
for consideration by the Board.

10:9 Environment Agency Main River Maintenance Proposals 2013

The Engineer stated that at the liaison meeting, the Environment Agency (EA) had also
advised that additional maintenance works on main rivers in low, medium and high risk
areas, would be carried out during summer/autumn 2013.

Members were pleased to hear that this work would be in addition to the EA planned
maintenance programme and would be funded by utilising part of the IDB precept for
that area.  Work was planned on the following rivers:

Watercourse Number of Cuts Funding Source
South Soke 2 IDB Precept & EA
North Soke 2 IDB Precept & EA
North Engine Drain 1 IDB Precept
South Level Engine Drain 1 IDB Precept
Torne Soke / Suction Drain 1 IDB Precept

RECEIVED

11. RIVER TRENT CATCHMENT FLOOD MANAGEMENT PLAN AND ISLE OF AXHOLME
STRATEGY

The Chief Executive reported that Mr J. Pygott (EA) had discussed the progress of the Isle of
Axholme Strategy with Mr R. Nunn (Chairman of the Large Projects Review Group) and at
the end of May had passed the Strategy through with a recommendation for approval. 
Subject to first sign off by Agency Directors, (normally a straight-forward process) the
Strategy would go to DEFRA for formal approval.  

The Chief Executive stated that the timescale for approval was uncertain, however, DEFRA
was already familiar with the Strategy and initial feedback had previously been received and
comments addressed.  He hoped, therefore, that this would be a rapid process.

RECEIVED

12. HEALTH AND SAFETY

The Director of Operations presented the attached schedule detailing health and safety
issues raised by the Board’s Health and Safety Advisors and staff.  This schedule would
continue to be updated and presented to the Board for information.

Mr R. Mason referred to the Smalley excavator used to clear weed at Paupers Pumping
Station and enquired when a weedscreen was scheduled for installation.  The Director of
Operations stated that he had visited the site with the members of the workforce who used
the machine and the only issue that had been identified was that listed; the operatives had no
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issues operating the machine.  A weedscreen cleaner for the station was planned for 2015. 
In the meantime, the Director of Operations would ensure that the Smalley was safe and in
good working order.  Mr R. Mason was very concerned about the health and safety and the
possibility of the Smalley falling off the tracks.  The Chief Executive enquired whether the
Smalley had been de-commissioned until the necessary health and safety works on the
tracks had been completed.  He also asked members whether they wished to consider
bringing forward the installation of the weedscreen cleaner which the Engineer estimated
would cost in the region of £100,000.  The Chairman asked officers to check other sites
where weedscreen cleaners were not installed, eg Greenholme.  In response to the Vice-
Chairman, the Director of Operations confirmed that the Board’s Health and Safety Advisors
had inspected the site and the only issue raised regarding the Smalley was that listed.  He
stated that he had no concerns regarding the use of the Smalley other than that.

RESOLVED

(a) That the attached schedule be noted.

(b) That the Director of Operations undertake a written risk assessment
for weedscreen cleaning at those pumping stations where automatic
weedrakes were not installed and that a safe system of work be
prepared.

13. DELEGATED MATTERS - PLANNING, BYELAWS AND SUPERVISORY ROLE

13:1 Byelaw Applications

The following Byelaw consents had been granted under delegated authority since the
last Board meeting:

IANNB006-2013  Reconstruction of a culvert on the Board maintained Toft Dyke
Drain (IOA800400) at national grid reference SK 73460 88698 in the parish of
Clayworth.  

IANNB007-2013  Construction of two culverts on the Board maintained Carr Dyke
(IOA811700) at national grid references SK 70457 81615 and SK 70470 81706 in
the parish of Retford.  

IANNB008-2013  Discharge of surface water from the Idle Valley Road
development via three hydrobrakes into the Board maintained Carr Dyke
(IOA811700) at national grid references SK 70472 81837, SK 70460 81655 and
SK 70474 81837 in the parish of Retford.

  
IANNB009-2013  Re-construction of a culvert on the Board maintained Dukes
Drain (IAO702700) at national grid reference SK 72771 92419 at the junction of
Middlebridge Road and Ings Road in the parish of Gringley on the Hill.

  
IANNB010-2013  Reconstruction of the bankside on the Board maintained
watercourse number IOA801300 at national grid reference SK 72561 83752 at
Smeath Lane in the parish of Clarborough.  

IANNB012-2013  Construction of two land drainage outfalls and the discharge of
land drainage water from the adjoining land into the Board maintained Brunyee
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and Lister Drain at national grid references SE 76703 14603 and SE 76739
14601 in the parish of Crowle.  

IANNB013-2013  Construction of four 80mm diameter land drainage outfalls and
the discharge of land drainage water from the adjoining field into the Board
maintained Tax Dyke (IOA243900) between national grid references SE 78873
14560 and SE 78868 14500 in the parish of Crowle.  

All works would be carried out to the specification and satisfaction of the Board’s
Engineer.

RECEIVED

13:2 Section 23 Applications

The Engineer reported that consent had been granted under Section 23 of the Land
Drainage Act 1991 for the installation of three culverts at national grid references SE
80830 12504, SE 80987 12473 and SE 80812 12498 in the parish of Crowle.  All works
would be carried out to the specification and satisfaction of the Board’s Engineer.

RECEIVED

13:3 Planning Applications

Officers had consulted on ten planning applications since the last meeting and
appropriate observations had been made by officers under delegated authority.  No
objections had been raised.

RECEIVED

14. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

14:1 Policy on Dealing with Badgers in Watercourses

Badgers are protected by The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 which included a
provision for licensing activities that may disturb Badgers.  The Engineer reported that
the Board had a disturbance license for undertaking operational activities, however, it
was considered good practice to have a policy for dealing with Badgers in
watercourses.  The attached policy was presented which included a hierarchy of
measures that could be delivered with both the disturbance/operational licence and
where this proved ineffective, by site specific licenses.  

RESOLVED

That the attached Policy on Dealing with Badgers in Watercourses be
approved.

14:2 Eel Regulations 2009

The Eel Regulations 2009 empowered the Environment Agency to:

• Require the installation of an eel pass at any pumping station (Regulation
14).
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• Require the installation of an eel screen at any pumping station, after the
1st January 2015 the fitment of an eel screen will be mandatory unless an
exemption is granted (Regulation 17).

The Engineer stated that a list of priority sites had been received from the Environment
Agency together with a request for the Board to include "option appraisals" in the
Medium Term Plan 2014/2015.  The following pumping stations; Althorpe, Bewcarrs,
Black Dyke, Common Carrs, Derrythorpe, Four Bridges, Godnow, Gringley, Heckdyke,
Kelfield, Paupers, Rushcarrs, Scaftworth, South Field, South Street, Three Bridges,
Trentside and Wiseton were included on the priority list.

The Environment Agency had stated that, if pumping stations were to be refurbished in
the next few years, implementation could take place then and a time limited exemption
would be issued.

The Engineer confirmed that a plan for implementing the Eel Regulations 2009 was
being prepared by Officers for adoption by the Board at the September meeting.  The
Plan would adopt the approach of installing equipment as pumping stations were
refurbished and requesting time limited exemptions from the Eel Regulations.  

RECEIVED

14:3 Mother Drain Site of Special Scientific Interest - Nature Improvement Area Funds

The Board maintained Mother Drain had been designated a Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI) in 1993 on account of its exceptionally rich invertebrate fauna, which
included dragonflies, water beetles and a rare moth.  The Engineer reported that a
Water Level Management Plan had been developed by the former Everton IDB and
included the installation of a weir at the western extent of the SSSI which had been
installed in spring 2011.  Since then, higher water levels had been maintained in the
SSSI.

The Engineer reported that the Board required consent from Natural England before
undertaking any works on the Mother Drain.  A Management Plan was therefore being
prepared and would be presented for approval at the next Board meeting prior to
submission to Natural England.

Natural England's conservation objectives for the Mother Drain specified no more than
25-30% tree shade.  The Engineer stated that tree shade currently exceeded this
amount with mature trees lining substantial parts of the banks.  He further reported that
Humberhead Levels Nature Improvement Areas funding would be available for the
removal of some of the trees.  This work would be co-ordinated by the Nottinghamshire
Wildlife Trust with landowners' consent and it was suggested that the Board could
facilitate contact with landowners.

The conservation objectives also specified a six year monitoring cycle for the
invertebrate fauna and Nature Improvement Area monitoring funds were to be used to
undertake these surveys, again it was suggested that the Board facilitate contact with
landowners.

RESOLVED
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That the Board facilitate contact with landowners regarding the
removal of trees and the surveys of invertebrate fauna on the Mother
Drain at Misterton.

14:4 Environmental Stewardship

The Engineer circulated a DRAFT Advice Note which had been prepared for all
Consortium Boards regarding Single Payment Scheme and Environmental
Stewardship.  This would be considered in detail at the September Board when it was
hoped a response would have been received from Natural England.

RECEIVED

15. ASSOCIATION OF DRAINAGE AUTHORITIES (ADA)

It was noted that Mr M.A. Harris had recently been elected Chairman of the ADA Trent
Branch and Mr D.J. Sisson had been elected Secretary.  

Mr W.J. Staunton (Chairman of Trent Valley Internal Drainage Board) had also recently been
appointed to the ADA National Committee, of which Mr M.A. Harris was already a member. 
Members were pleased to see the Consortium well represented within ADA.

RECEIVED

16. DATA PROTECTION POLICY

The Chief Executive presented the attached Data Protection Policy which was recommended
for approval by the Board.

Cllr Mrs H. Brand stated that the Policy was very staff orientated and enquired whether Board
members should be included as they were in possession of paper-based information.  The
Chief Executive agreed to review this and report back any changes if necessary.

RESOLVED

That the attached Data Protection Policy be approved and adopted by the
Board; any proposed amendments to be considered at the next Board
meeting if necessary following the Chief Executive’s review.

CHAIRMAN


