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ISLE OF AXHOLME AND NORTH NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

WATER LEVEL MANAGEMENT BOARD

Minutes of a Meeting of the Board held at Westwoodside Village Hall, on Tuesday, 27th November
2012 at 10.00 a.m. 

*
*
*
*
*

*
*

*

Elected Members
Messrs M.A. Harris (Chairman)

R. Adam (Vice-Chairman)
P. Bradwell
G.R.J. Bramhill
R.H. Brown
J. Coggon
P. Cornish
K. Durdy
R. Mason
G.T. Wagstaff
S. White
Vacancy

*
*

*
*

*
*

Nominated by North Lincolnshire Council
Messrs R. Allcock

N. Arrand
T. Barker
J. Briggs
N. Culpin
W. Eckhardt
D. Harrison
J. Lee
D. Robinson
J. Smith

Mrs L. Redfern
Nominated by Bassetlaw District Council
Mesdames H. Brand

J.M. Sanger

* Present

*
*

*
*
*

Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive)
D.J. Sisson (Engineer)
M. Mitchell (Director of Technical Services)
R.P. Mitchell (Director of Operations)
M.D. Pilkington (Works Supervisor)
S. Thackray (Director of Finance)

* In attendance

Three members of the public attended the meeting: Messrs Barker, Garner and Trotman.

1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN PRO TEM

RESOLVED

That the Chief Executive be appointed Chairman pro tem to conduct the
election of Chairman of the Board.

2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

It was proposed by Mr J. Briggs and seconded by Mr R. Allcock that Mr M.A. Harris be
elected Chairman of the Board for the ensuing year.

RESOLVED unanimously

That Mr M.A. Harris be elected Chairman of the Board for the ensuing year.
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3. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

It was proposed by Mr K. Durdy and seconded by Mr R. Mason that Mr R. Adam be elected
Vice-Chairman of the Board for the ensuing year.

RESOLVED

That Mr R. Adam be elected Vice-Chairman of the Board for the ensuing
year.

4. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs T. Barker, J. Coggon, P. Cornish, W.
Eckhardt, J. Lee, D. Robinson, T. Wagstaff and Mrs L. Redfern.

The following declarations of interest were noted:

Messrs R. Adam, P. Bradwell, R. Mason and S. White - Agenda Item 12 (Payment
Schedule).

Mr J. Briggs - Agenda Item 16 (Planning Applications).

Mr R. Allcock - Agenda Items 16 (Planning Applications) and 20 (Installation of PS).

Mr M.A. Harris - Agenda Item 19:1 (Byelaw Application).

5. NOTICE OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Chairman informed members that the Board had received a letter from Mr Trotman’s
solicitor which would be discussed under any other business.

6. BOARD MINUTES (Pages 68 to 77)

RESOLVED

That the minutes of the meeting of the Board held on 25th September 2012 be
confirmed as a correct record subject to it being noted that the building referred to
for rent in Minute 11, Page 71 (paragraph 2), was a steel building, not brick as
stated.

7. MATTERS ARISING

7:1 Minute 6(b), Page 69 - Pipe Under the A161

The Engineer reported that he had met with the landowner concerned and agreement
had been reached whereby the pipe under the culvert would be removed and
reinstated.  The Board would then install a flap valve alongside and the landowner
would connect to this and remove the pipe.  The cost of thrustboring under the road
would be met by the Board and the work would be undertaken in the next two to three
months.  Mr G.R.J. Bramhill stressed that the pipe required removing as soon as
possible.
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RESOLVED

That the Officers actions be approved.

7:2 Minute 7(a), Page 70 - Partnership Working

Mr R. Allcock suggested that a representative of the Board should give a short
presentation to the Town and Parish Council meeting run by North Lincolnshire
Council.  

RESOLVED

That Officers discuss the possibility of attending the Town and Parish
Council meeting with North Lincolnshire Council.

7:3 Minute 11, Page 71 - Operations Report

Mr R. Mason highlighted that there would be no toilet on site should the timber office at
the Wiseton Pumping Station site be demolished.  He asked Officers to ensure that one
was provided for staff whenever necessary.

RECEIVED

7:4 Minute 14, Page 72 - Byelaw Applications

The Engineer reported that notice had been served on the landowner to remove and
reinstall the culvert in the Bagsby Road Drain.  A letter had been received from the
landowner that morning and the Engineer would provide a further report to the January
meeting once he had considered the contents of the letter.

RECEIVED

8. FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES

The Chief Executive presented the attached minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held
on 8th November 2012.  The Vice-Chairman confirmed that these were a correct record of
the meeting; this was seconded by the Chairman.

8:1 Minute 5:1, Page 1 - Partnership Working 

The Chief Executive confirmed that he had written to the Environment Agency (EA)
expressing the Board’s enthusiasm to relocate the depot and offices to Owston Ferry
and the benefits this would have for the Board and the EA.  Officers would discuss this
further with the EA when they next met.  The Chief Executive reported that the Board’s
architect had confirmed that if the Board received official confirmation of the move from
the EA in December 2012, preparation of tender documents could begin immediately. 
These would be sent out for return in March 2013 with a view to commencing
construction of the new building in mid April.  The project should be completed in
August 2013.  The Chief Executive stated, however, that this hinged on receiving a
decision from the EA before Christmas.
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8:2 Minute 5:3, Page 2 - Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA)

The Chief Executive outlined the points that would be covered in the Consortium’s
response to DEFRA regarding membership.  The questionnaires from RPA and
DEFRA had been submitted to members and the Chief Executive would review these
and submit a response on behalf of the Board.

8:3 Minute 5:4, Page 2 - Members’ Training

The Chief Executive reported that training for Board Members would be arranged in the
new year.

RESOLVED

That the attached minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 8th
November 2012 and the recommendations made be adopted by the Board.

9. PLANT AND COMPENSATION COMMITTEE MINUTES

The Chief Executive presented the attached minutes of the Plant and Compensation
Committee meeting held on 8th November 2012.  Mr P. Bradwell confirmed that these were
an accurate record of the meeting, this was seconded by Mr R. Mason.

9:1 Minute 5:2, Page 2 - Health and Safety

The Director of Operations confirmed that a survey of all lighting at pumping
stations was underway and any work necessary would be completed.

9:2 Minute 5:10, Page 4 - Vegetation Removal

The Chief Executive stated that a map was being prepared showing key
watercourses which protected urban areas and may require work prior to the
cutting season.  Once completed this would be brought back to the Board for
adoption.  It was emphasised that the Board would require a justifiable reason to
undertake any work prior to July because of the environmental constraints. 
Moreover, that there would be an additional cost to the Board as these would be
additional to the annual maintenance.

Mr R.H. Brown enquired whether the Board could use chemicals to control the
weedgrowth.  The Chief Executive confirmed that the Association of Drainage
Authorities had commissioned a study to find a chemical that could be used that
was suitable to the environment. 

RESOLVED

That the attached minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 8th
November 2012 and the recommendations made be adopted by the Board.
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10. MEETING DATES

10:1 Board Meetings

The Chief Executive reported that it would be necessary to hold meetings in January (to
approve the estimates, and to set the drainage rate and the special levies), in June (to
approve the final accounts) and in November (the annual general meeting).

RESOLVED

That Board meetings be held at 10.00 a.m. on 29th January,  26th
March, 25th June, 24th September and 26th November 2013.

10:2 Plant and Compensation Committee Meetings

The Terms of Reference for the Plant and Compensation Committee state that four
meetings should be held each year.  It was suggested that this be amended to reduce
the number of meetings to two with an option to hold additional meetings should the
need arise.  

RESOLVED

(a) That the number of meetings of the Plant and Compensation
Committee to be held in a year be amended to two and the
Terms of Reference be amended accordingly.  

(b) That Plant and Compensation Committee meetings be held at
10.00 a.m. on 5th March and 5th November 2013.

10:3 Finance Committee

The Terms of Reference for the Finance Committee state that four meetings should be
held each year.  It was recommended that this be amended to reduced the number to
two with an option to hold additional meetings should the need arise.  

RESOLVED

(a) That the number of meetings of the Finance Committee to be
held in a year be amended to two and the Terms of Reference
be amended accordingly.

(b) That Finance Committee meetings be held on 4th June at 9.30
and on 5th November at 11.00 a.m.

10:4 Standards Committee

The Terms of Reference for the Standards Committee state that a meeting should be
held once every six months.  It was recommended that one meeting be held annually;
others would be called as and when required.
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RESOLVED

That the number of meetings of the Standards Committee be reduced
to one a year and that the Terms of Reference be amended
accordingly.

10:5 Association of Drainage Authorities (ADA) Events

The Chief Executive reported the following 2013 dates for information

Lincolnshire Branch Exhibition at the Lincolnshire Show - 19th and 20th June 
Working Demonstration, near Wisbech - 17th July 
Annual Conference, London - 13th November 

RECEIVED

11. APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES

11:1 Representation

The Chief Executive reported that at the Finance Committee meeting on 8th November
2012 it was highlighted that the proportion of representation on some Committees did
not equally reflect the nominated and elected membership of the Board.  He stated that
it was essential that the Board was seen to be equally representing both the elected
members and the interests of the local authority taxpayers.

RESOLVED

That, wherever possible, the proportion of representation on
Committees be split equally between nominated and elected
members. 

11:2 Standards Committee

The Chief Executive reported that in accordance with the Terms of Reference the
Board was required to appoint six members to the Standards Committee. 

RESOLVED

That the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Messrs R. Allcock, J. Briggs, J.
Coggon and W. Eckhardt be appointed to the Standards Committee.

11:3 Plant and Compensation Committee

The Chief Executive reported that in accordance with the Terms of Reference the
Board was required to appoint eight members to be elected to the Plant and
Compensation Committee.  

RESOLVED

That the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Messrs R. Allcock, G.R.J.
Bramhill, P. Cornish, W. Eckhardt, R. Mason and S. White be
appointed to the Plant and Compensation Committee.
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11:4 Finance Committee

The Chief Executive reported that in accordance with the Terms of Reference the
Board was required to elect eight members to the Finance Committee. 

RESOLVED

That the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Messrs R. Allcock, J. Coggon, P.
Cornish, W. Eckhardt, K. Durdy and Mrs J.M. Sanger be appointed to
the Finance Committee.

12. PAYMENT SCHEDULE

The Director of Finance presented the attached schedule detailing payments made since the
last Board meeting totalling £219,255.55.

Mr S. White commented on the amount of compensation paid by the Board.  The Director of
Operations reported that this included all reforming works and travelling through standing
crops.  The Director of Finance further reported that there were also some large payments in
relation to the Boltgate Scheme.  It was noted that PPY004368 and PPY004434 would be
recharged to North Lincolnshire Council.

RESOLVED

That the attached Schedule be approved.

Mr J. Briggs left the meeting.

13. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES

The Chief Executive reported that drainage rates outstanding at 14th November totalled
£34,227.54; the special levies had been received in full.

RECEIVED

14. FINANCE

The Director of Finance presented the attached report.  The Director of Finance stated that
there would be additional costs resulting from the recent heavy rainfall event.

In response to the Vice-Chairman’s comment regarding the balances, the Director of Finance
stated that the large balance in the Beverley Building Society account was due to the recent
special levy payment and the money would be split more evenly between the accounts.  The
Director of Finance confirmed that he was still investigating additional suitable UK accounts
with which to deposit the balances, bearing in mind the Board’s wish to spread the risk.  He
did, however, state that this may not result in the highest interest rate being obtained.

The Chief Executive reported that the Regional Flood and Coastal Committee had recently
discussed where the precept was being spent.  The Chief Executive reported that
consideration was being given as to whether the precept money could be used to undertake
works on the main rivers within the Board’s area.
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RESOLVED

That the Board’s financial position be noted.

15. OPERATIONS REPORT

15:1 Update on Works

The Works Supervisor presented the attached report for information.  

Regarding rental of the building at Wiseton Pumping Station (1:12:5), negotiations were
underway with Interlec and a full report including costs would be presented to the next
Board meeting for approval.  An additional timber building had been sold off and
access to the Pumping Station had been agreed.

Mr R. Mason highlighted a problem with the pumps at Common Carrs Pumping Station
and it was agreed that he would discuss this with the Engineer after the meeting.

The Chairman stated that the Low Burham Scheme had proved a great success,
stopping flooding in the village and to the road as well as regulating the flows to
Greenham.

The Vice-Chairman enquired whether maintenance works at Ordsall were included
under 2:2:2.  The Works Supervisor stated that the works at Ordsall would need to be
undertaken by hand and all the works listed were to be carried out using a machine. 
The Vice-Chairman had understood that the landowner would be clearing some of the
trees but enquired whether the Board could remove some of the vegetation to improve
access.  The Works Supervisor confirmed that the landowner had removed some of the
trees but these now required clearing.

The Vice-Chairman reported that along the main railway line at Retford the Board had
to pay to gain access to the watercourse.  He enquired what could be done to avoid this
in the future.   

Mr R.H. Brown reported that the Amcotts/Keadby area was not being drained as well as
it should be.  This had already been brought to the Engineer’s attention and he
reported that a proposal was being prepared which involved improvements to
watercourses to improve the flow of water to the pumping station.  The Engineer stated
that meetings would be held with the local landowners and the proposal would be
submitted to the Board for consideration.

RESOLVED

That the attached report be noted.

15:2 Recent Heavy Rainfall

The Works Supervisor thanked the members who had assisted with pumping during
the recent heavy rainfall.  The Chairman hoped that the wet weather during the year
had highlighted the importance of maintenance of the main rivers.

The Engineer reported that on this occasion there had been no problems at Snow
Sewer or at West Stockwith Pumping Station.  Mr Brown reported that Keadby
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Pumping Station had broken down during the previous weekend.  The Engineer
confirmed that West Stockwith and Keadby were covered under the Environment
Agency Strategy so their future should be secure.  Kelfield and South Street Pumping
Stations were included in the Board’s plan for refurbishment and full investigations and
options would be considered at that time.  The Engineer confirmed that all the Board’s
systems would be as sustainable as possible, including gravity outfalls wherever
possible.  

RECEIVED

16. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Four planning applications had been received since the last meeting and appropriate
observations had been made by officers under delegated authority.  No objections had been
raised.

RECEIVED

17. SECTION 23 APPLICATIONS/CONSENTS

Consent had been granted under delegated authority for the installation and removal of 29
temporary access culverts (shown on the attached schedule) within private watercourses in
connection with Keadby wind farm.

RECEIVED

18. SECTION 25 - MAINTENANCE OF FLOW IN WATERCOURSE AT BELTON

In November 2010 the Board had considered a complaint relating to impeded flows in a
downstream watercourse at Belton.  A letter had been sent to the downstream riparian
frontager in October 2010 requesting him to undertake the necessary maintenance works to
restore the flow of water.  This letter stated that failure to respond may result in formal action
being taken by the Board under Section 25 of the Land Drainage Act 1991 and asked the
frontager to provide information on when he intended to carry out the works or to provide an
explanation of the reasons why the watercourse was not being maintained.  

In January 2011 the Engineer had further reported to the Board that there was an ongoing
dispute between the frontager and the complainant and that the frontager intended to seek
legal advice.  The frontager had informed the Board’s Engineer that the watercourse in
question was not causing a problem to anyone else.  The Engineer had confirmed that the
only danger to the complainant would be if there was a power failure as his water was
evacuated via a fully pumped system.  The Board had asked the Engineer to continue with
his investigations and report back to a future Board meeting. 

The Engineer now stated that he had again been contacted by the complainant asking what
action the Board was taking to resolve the issue of watercourse maintenance.  The Engineer
confirmed that he had contacted the frontager and been informed that "he had no intention of
carrying out any works to the watercourse and that he should not be harassed".
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RESOLVED

That the Board proceed with enforcement action on the frontager to clean
out the watercourse and restore the flow of water in the watercourse at
Belton.

19. BYELAW APPLICATIONS/CONTRAVENTIONS

19:1 Delegated Authority

The Chairman declared an interest in IANNB025_2012.

The Engineer reported that the following consents had been issued by officers under
delegated authority since the last Board meeting:

IANNB019_2012  Installation of approximately 100 replacement land drainage
outfalls into Board maintained watercourses - A condition of the consent was that
within one month following the installation, the applicant provide the Board with
full details of the pipe diameters and the exact location/grid references for each
replacement outfall.

IANNB023_2012  Installation and removal of temporary access culverts and
bridge crossings in various Board maintained watercourses (as detailed on the
attached schedule BO23_2012/S1) in the parishes of Eastoft, Luddington and
Haldenby, Keadby with Althorpe, Amcotts and Crowle. 

IANNB024_2012  Construction of 15 100mm diameter land drainage outfalls from
OS field no. 4274 into the Board maintained Highfields Drain (IOA021100)
between national grid references 479450 419590 and 479620 419796 in the
parish of Twin Rivers.  

IANNB025_2012  Construction of a culvert in the Board maintained Stockwith
Village Relief Drain (IOA310300) at national grid reference 478902 395090 in the
parish of West Stockwith.  

RECEIVED

19:2 Stephenson’s Drain (IOA243500), Eastoft

The Engineer reported that application had been made to erect a 1.20 metre high stock
proof fence, within one metre, along a length of approximately 130 metres of the right
bank of the Board maintained Stephenson’s Drain in O.S. field (pt) 0001 in the parish of
Eastoft.

Although the application in part complied with the Board's Planning and Byelaw Policy
in that the proposed fence would be set back a distance of one metre from the bank top
of the watercourse, the Engineer stated that it did not comply with the height restriction
of 0.9 metres.  The applicant wished to erect the fence at this height as he felt that a
0.9 metre high fence would not be sufficient to contain his Hebridean sheep.

The Engineer confirmed that access to the watercourse was generally undertaken from
the opposite bank and written agreement from the adjoining land owners allowing the
Board access to the watercourse had been received. 
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RESOLVED

That consent be granted to the applicant to erect a 1.20 metre high
stock proof fence within one metre of the Board maintained
Stephenson’s Drain along a length of 130 metres between national
grid references SE 80022 14225 and SE 80105 14144 in the parish of
Eastoft subject to all works being carried out to the specification and
satisfaction of the Board’s Engineer.

19:3 Medley Drain (IOA430400), Belton

The Engineer reported that application had been made to re-erect a conservatory 0.8
metres from the bank top of the Board maintained Medley Drain in the parish of Belton. 
The site was some 205 metres from the upstream limit of the watercourse.

At present, the conservatory was attached to the dwelling but it was the applicant’s
intention to remove this and re-erect it at the end of his garage.  The Engineer reported
that the existing bankside of the watercourse along the proposed site was constructed
in block work with reinforcement behind, the maintenance of which rested with the
applicant.  The Engineer confirmed that he had seen the plans for the proposed
conservatory and confirmed that the reinforcement was substantial and the footings for
the building went below the bed of the watercourse. He stated that the Board would be
absolved from any responsibility for damage to the conservatory from the watercourse
by a Deed of Indemnity.  Members viewed photographs of the site and the existing
conservatory.

The Engineer reported that existing structures severely restricted the Board's access
for maintenance on this side of the bank, however, the Board did have unimpeded
access on the opposite bank of the watercourse.  

RESOLVED

That consent be granted to the applicant to re-erect a conservatory
within nine metres but no closer than 0.8 metres of the bank top of the
Board maintained Medley Drain at national grid reference 477458
406126 in the parish of Belton subject to:

(a) the applicant entering into a deed of indemnity with the
Board to be lodged with Land Registry; all costs being
borne by the applicant,

(b) the base of the foundations being set 300mm below the
hard bed of the watercourse,

(c) the responsibility for the continued maintenance of the
wall that forms the bankside of the watercourses resting
with the riparian owner, and

(d) all works being completed to the specification and
satisfaction of the Board’s Engineer.
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20. INSTALLATION OF PRIVATE LAND DRAINAGE PUMPING STATION AND DIVERSION OF
FLOWS AT BELTON

The Engineer reported that an application had been made to the Board for approval in
principle to install a private land drainage pumping station to discharge into the Board
maintained Folly Drain in the parish of Belton and to modify private watercourses to direct
water from 25 hectares of the Folly Drain catchment to the Derrythorpe Catchment.

The Engineer stated that the pumping station would not increase the volume of water
discharged and as it was located near to the Folly Drain outfall there would be negligible
impact.  The site of the pumping station would not encroach on the Board's nine metre
Byelaw zone.

In response to Mr R. Mason who queried the impact on the Derrythorpe catchment, the
Engineer confirmed that there would only be a 2/3% increase in the total flow. The
Derrythorpe catchment currently extended to 616 hectares with a discharge rate of 2.27 litres
per second per hectare which was greater than the standard of 1.6 lit/sec/ha.  The Board had
already approved the addition of 108 hectares to the catchment and with a further 25
hectares, the Engineer confirmed that the present discharge rate would reduce to 1.87
lit/sec/ha which was acceptable. 

It was noted that a private individual did not have the same permitted development rights as
the Board and the applicant may, therefore, require local authority planning permission and
the consent of the Environment Agency in respect of the Eel Regulations for the pumping
station.

RESOLVED

That consent be granted to the applicant for the construction of a private
land drainage pumping station at national grid reference SE 80048 09806 to
discharge into the Board maintained Folly Drain in the parish of Belton and
to modify private watercourses to direct water from 25 hectares of the Folly
Drain catchment to the Derrythorpe Catchment subject to all works being
carried out to the specification and satisfaction of the Board’s Engineer.

21. CROWLE PUMPED AREA INVESTIGATIONS

The Engineer reported that the following improvement works and investigations to remedy
issues had been identified in Crowle after the 2012 flooding:

(a) Pauper's Pumping Station 

Refurbishment and upgrading was in the planning stage with work expected to
start in August 2013.  The recently published FDGiA Grant indicative list had
included the works to be undertaken over a three year period commencing
2013/14. 

The recent flood event in July 2012 had highlighted conveyance/capacity issues
with drains leading to the pumping station.  This was being investigated and
improvements to the channels may be required.

Inspections have been undertaken on ways to improve access for maintenance. 
Works involving bush and tree removal together with batter reforming would
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commence once the summer/autumn maintenance program had finished at an
estimated cost of £23,500.

Improvements to the hydraulic performance of the junction of Paupers Drain and
Eastoft Boundary Drain were also planned for this winter at an estimated cost of
£5,000.

(b) Impact of Seasonal Weedgrowth on Channel Conveyance

Recovery from the July 2012 floods had been delayed due to weed growth
choking the channels leading from Crowle.  Emergency action over four days had
been undertaken to resolve the situation.  

A year-round management plan was currently being prepared to overcome these
effects if the situation re-occurred in the future and budgets for drain
maintenance in 2013/2014 would be adjusted accordingly.

(c) Urban Arterial Watercourse and Culverts 

A joint modelling exercise with the Board, Severn Trent Water and North
Lincolnshire Council had commenced in September and was expected to produce
results by January 2013.  A budget of £5,000 had been allocated for this work.

Any apparent deficiencies highlighted within the Board's systems would be
considered and proposals formulated for Board approval. 

(d) North Soke Dyke (Environment Agency Main River)

This watercourse had twice (in 2007 and 2012) overtopped causing overloading
of the Old River Drain System which in turn flowed eastwards into the Crowle
system.  This caused considerable problems for the Board in July 2012 further
extending the recovery in the Wrays Drain catchment.

A direct consequence of high levels and overtopping of North Soke Dyke banks
was that Godnow Pumping Station could not operate.  In July 2012 the station
was disabled for three days.

The Board’s Officers continued to support the Environment Agency's Operations
Department in its attempt to improve access for maintenance purposes (Ealand
Area) and would be discussing potential bank raising to protect Crowle.  Surveys
had already been completed and an application had been submitted to the
Environment Agency (EA) for byelaw consent to enable the Board to raise the
banks.

A further meeting of the Flood Partnership involving the Board, North Lincolnshire
Council, Severn Trent Water, the EA and Doncaster East Internal Drainage
Board was planned for the 26th November 2012 to take forward discussion on
procedures to improve management of the North Soke Dyke.  

(e) Godnow Pumping Station 

Resilience and flood proofing of this station and the sealing of the catchment to
prevent/control overflows into Pauper's System had already been investigated.
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These investigations concluded that together with bank raising on the North Soke
Dyke, works to make the pumping station fully flood resilient and to raise and seal
the dividing wall between Godnow and Paupers Drain catchment were required. 
It was hoped that the works, estimated to cost £30,000, would be substantially
completed during the current financial year.  

(f) Common Carrs Pumping Station 

Raising and sealing of the barrier wall at the pumping station to prevent backflow
from Paupers Drain (downstream) had been completed.

Orders had also been placed to bring the electrical control panel and level
monitoring facilities up to date and to ensure full flood resilience.

The total cost of this work was estimated to be £9,500.

(g) Financing

A provision of £95,332 had been made in the 2012/13 estimates to commence
improvements at Paupers Pumping Station.  As grant aid had not been received
for 2012/13 (see (a) above), it was suggested that the amount allocated in
2012/13 for the Crowle Pumped Area Pumping Station upgrade be used to fund
the additional works mentioned above.

Mr R. Mason expressed concern about the narrow section of watercourse just before
Paupers Pumping Station that restricted the flow of water, particularly when there was
excessive weedgrowth.  He stated that if the Board widened this section and switched on all
three pumps the water could be evacuated quicker.  The Engineer did not disagree but
stated that he could not recommend starting the work until the investigation had been
completed and all the facts were known, i.e. what effect this would have on the rest of the
system.  The Engineer further stated that the works detailed above were only a pre-curser to
a larger improvement scheme and that the whole system was being reviewed.  The Engineer
stated that in January 2013 the Board would be asked to approve the budget for channel
improvements with a view to starting the major works in the financial year 2013/14.

Mr R. Allcock reported that North Lincolnshire Council continued to hold monthly meetings to
discuss the works at Crowle.   He stated that several problems had already been found i.e.
people putting additional water into surface water system, blocked pipes etc. and some work
to rectify this had already been carried out.  He did not see North Lincolnshire Council
committing to a larger scheme until these issues had been addressed and the Board had
completed its investigations.  It was noted that the flow of water in Wrays Drain and the North
Soke Dyke had also caused a problem as it had not been possible to undertake maintenance
works because of the environmental constraints.  

Mr R.H. Brown expressed concern about getting water from Amcotts to Keadby.  The
Engineer reported that improvements had been made to the connection and further
investigations were being undertaken on the rest of the system to see how this could be
improved.  Mr Brown referred to Bewcarrs Pumping Station, stating that it was no use trying
to take water four or five miles to Paupers when it had been proved that it did not flow this
way.  

The Chief Executive re-assured members that the investigations were nearing completion
and a final proposal would be presented to the Board for consideration in the new year when
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funding would also need to be considered.   He stated, however, that preparations were
already underway to ensure access was available to undertake any work.

RESOLVED

That the Board approve the individual works projects detailed above and
that the work be funded from the virement of funds allocated for the
Pumping Station upgrade.

Mr R. Allcock left the meeting.

22. CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAMME

22:1 Flood Defence Grant In Aid

The Environment Agency had recently published Indicative Flood and Coastal Risk
Management Grant in Aid funding allocations for 2013/2014 and 2014/2015.  

The following allocations had been awarded:

Scheme 2013/2014 2014/2015
Crowle Catchment Scheme (Paupers PS) £62,000 £124,000
Eel Regulations £9,000 £273,000

The Engineer stated that the amounts indicated differed slightly from the amounts
requested, however, he understood that, if the Project Appraisal Report was approved,
then further grant funding would be possible.

The Environment Agency had issues relating to the economic benefits for the following
schemes and stated that there needed to be a more strategic planned approach as to
how benefits are apportioned and linked to the Isle of Axholme Strategy; these had,
therefore, been deferred:

Greenholme Pumping Station Refurbishment
Heckdyke, Three Bridges, Four Bridges Pumping Stations, Catchment
Amalgamation
Kelfield Catchment Scheme
Cow Lane Pumping Station Electrical Refurbishment
Derrythorpe Pumping Station Electrical Refurbishment

The Engineer confirmed that Officers were re-considering these and a report would be
presented to the January Board meeting and would include the priority rating and
urgency of the projects.  

RECEIVED

22:2 Telemetry

The Engineer reported that the installation of telemetry at Kelfield Pumping Station was
complete and had been inspected and approved.  Installation at other sites had,
therefore, commenced.  A trial of the software system for monitoring and control was
underway.  
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In response to Mr R. Mason, the Engineer stated that the pumps were set to operate
automatically on levels which were pre-set for each individual catchment where
catchments were not linked.  These levels were based on that required to serve the
lowest land in that catchment.  The Engineer assured Mr R.H. Brown that the levels
were monitored and adjusted if necessary i.e. if the land was already saturated.

RECEIVED

22:3 Althorpe Pumping Station Pump Refurbishment

The first pump has been refurbished and reinstalled and work on the second pump was
underway.  The Engineer confirmed that no unforeseen problems had been
encountered and the work should, therefore, be completed within budget.

RECEIVED

22:4 Wiseton Pumping Station Pump Refurbishment

Refurbishment of both pumps had been completed.  The smallest pump had been
reinstalled and work to reinstall the second pump would be co-ordinated with the
Althorpe Pump above.  The Engineer stated that no additional costs had been incurred.

RECEIVED

22:5 Whitgift Sluice

The Engineer reported that tenders had been invited from four contractors for the health
and safety works at Whitgift Sluice previously approved by the Board.

Only two tenders had been returned and these were presented to the Board for
consideration.  It was noted that the work would receive 100% grant aid funding.

RESOLVED

That the tender submitted in the sum of £10,575.00 plus £3,000 for
any contingency works be accepted.

22:6 Adlingfleet Creek Outfall

Mr P. Bradwell understood that the lower door at the outfall had dropped and enquired
what works were required.  The Works Supervisor reported that works would be
undertaken in the next couple of weeks and that the outfall would also be desilted.

The Chief Executive stated that the possibility of the Board taking over responsibility of
this structure would be brought up at one of the regional meetings with the Environment
Agency.

In response to Mr P. Bradwell, the Works Supervisor reported that, should the Board
take over responsibility for the outfall, the options on how best to achieve this would be
considered.  He further reported that it was mainly the area around the doors that silted
up.

RECEIVED
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22:7 Flap Valve at Ordsall

In response to the Vice-Chairman, the Director of Operations confirmed that surveys
had been completed an a proposal drawn up.  The next stage was to obtain the consent
of the relevant authorities and the Director of Operations would be contacting the
railway maintenance team shortly to discuss this.  A report would be brought back to the
January Board meeting.

RECEIVED

23. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

23:1 River Torne Catchment Partnership

The Engineer reported that the Board had been invited to join the River Torne
Catchment Partnership.  The Partnership would bring together environmental
stakeholders and Flood Risk Management Authorities within the River Torne Catchment
with the aim of including improvements in water quality and the biodiversity of riparian
habitats.  If membership was agreed, it would allow the Board to monitor and influence
developments.  The Engineer confirmed that there would be no cost to the Board.

The Partnership hoped that Water Framework Directive funding would be secured to
deliver any works.  Yorkshire Wildlife Trust had already successfully bid for "Catchment
Host Seed Corn Money" from the Environment Agency on behalf of the Partnership.

RESOLVED

That the Board join the River Torne Catchment Partnership.

23:2 Yorkshire Wildlife Trust's 'Farming Connections for Water Voles' Project

The Engineer reported that the Farming Connections for Water Voles Project was an
extension of the "Habitat Heroes" project reported at the September 2011 Board
meeting.  The Board’s involvement in the Project had developed a more co-operative
relationship and exchange of environmental data with Yorkshire Wildlife Trust.

In September 2012, the Board had been invited to attend the UK BAP Water Vole
Steering Group site meeting hosted by Yorkshire Wildlife Trust.  Delegates received a
demonstration of the Board's Energreen machine and TomTom recording system.  This
visit preceded a meeting when the future of the joint ADA/Natural England Water Vole
IDB guidance was reviewed.  The Engineer stated that positive reports of the
demonstration and work the Board was doing helped secure strong support for the
continuation of the IDB guidance.

Subsequently, Yorkshire Wildlife Trust had requested support for its funding application
to continue with the Project and the Board's Engineer stated that he had provided a
letter of support.

RECEIVED

That the Officers’ actions be approved.
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23:3 TomTom Units

The Board had received funding for the installation of Tom Tom units in vehicles plus one
year's subscription to Webfleet under a DEFRA IDB grant scheme in 2011.

The TomTom units installed prior to the 2012 cutting season, provided a tracking facility for
the Board's plant as well as the recording of biological and asset data.  The Engineer reported
that to date, 46% more water voles have been recorded than in 2011 (173 - 253) due in part
to the ease and efficiency of the system; the Board’s operational staff had reported that the
TomTom units were easy to use for recording environmental sightings and asset condition. 
The Engineer further envisaged further savings from the processing of the data as previously
this task had been undertaken manually whereas the information was now downloaded
automatically.  A full analysis of the data collected during 2012 would be undertaken after the
cutting season and reported to the Board for information.

The Webfleet subscription cost £984 per year.  Officers recommended that the Board
continue to use this service during 2013/2014.

RESOLVED

That the subscription to Webfleet be renewed for a further 12 months at a
cost of £984.

24. HEALTH AND SAFETY

The Director of Operations reported that a recent inspection of all the Board’s pumping
stations, highlighted that 13 of the 21 stations required additional lighting to be fitted to enable
safe working at night.  The cost of the work was estimated at £8,000.  The Director of
Operations reported that the works would ensure full compliance with Health and Safety
legislation.

The Director of Operations confirmed that the inspection had been undertaken at night to
ensure that an accurate assessment was made.

RESOLVED

That additional lighting be installed at 13 pumping stations at a maximum
cost of £8,000; the work to be undertaken immediately.

25. LAND DRAINAGE (ELECTION OF DRAINAGE BOARDS) REGULATIONS 1938 AS
AMENDED BY THE LAND DRAINAGE (ELECTION OF INTERNAL DRAINAGE
BOARDS)(AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS 1977

The Chief Executive reported that the election of members to represent the agricultural
drainage ratepayers, to come into office on 1st November 2012, had been held in accordance
with the statutory rules.  The attached Statement of Members was circulated for information.

There had been no nominations for the West Axholme Electoral District, leaving a vacancy on
the Board.  The Chief Executive reported that the retiring member did not wish to be re-
elected to the Board and the vacancy was, therefore, advertised in the local press.  To date,
there had been no response to the advert.

The Board was, therefore, asked to nominate suitable candidates to fill the vacancy.
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The Chairman proposed that Mr A. Barker be appointed to fill the vacancy in the West
Axholme Electoral District and this was seconded by Mr P. Bradwell.  There was no objection
and Mr Barker stated that he would be happy to fill the vacancy.

RESOLVED

That Mr A. Barker be appointed to fill the vacancy in the West Axholme
Electoral District.

26. RIVER TRENT CATCHMENT FLOOD MANAGEMENT PLAN AND ISLE OF AXHOLME
STRATEGY

The Chief Executive reported that the Strategy had been discussed at a recent meeting
of the Regional Flood and Coastal Committee.  DEFRA and the Environment Agency
were satisfied but there were still a couple of issues regarding funding that were
awaiting a response.  It was hoped that this would be finalised in a couple of months
and the document would then be signed off.

RECEIVED

27. COMPLAINT

The Chief Executive reported that Mr C. Trotman had written to several  Board members
about a long standing and complex issue which the Board took very seriously indeed.  The
Chief Executive stated that as a result of this he had taken legal advice on how best to
proceed and recommended the following to the Board:

 
(a) That the Board continue to deal with this matter through and on the advice of its

solicitor.

(b) That should members have issues, concerns or matters they wished to discuss or
have noted in these matters that they raise them directly with the Board’s solicitor,
Mr Jonathan Stork at Wilkin Chapman Epton Blades on 01522 512345 or, should
they wish, forward them to him through the Chief Executive.

(c) That the Board delegate authority to the Standards Committee to review the
Board's position and instruct the solicitor to act on its findings accordingly and that
the Board’s Solicitor should be present at that meeting to advise.

Mr C. Trotman asked whether he could address the meeting regarding this matter which he
felt had not been dealt with satisfactorily and had been ongoing for some ten years.  The
Chairman refused Mr Trotman permission to speak and informed him that the Board’s
solicitor was dealing with the matter on its behalf.  

It was proposed by Mr R. Mason and seconded by Mr N. Culpin that the recommendations
detailed above be approved.

RESOLVED

That the recommendations listed in (a), (b) and (c) above be approved.
 

CHAIRMAN


